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'NOTES AND NOTICES

Information and Sundry Items

d Arv too frequently, in our larger churches, in-
dividuals come into our meetings without being
noticed, and drop out without being missed. All

too often no one
IS YOURS KNOWN AS speaks. to them, and
A FRIENDLY CHURCH? ng one welcomes

them, makes them
feel at home, or really wanted. No one asks
whether they are in living fellowship with Christ,
whether they are happy in their Christian relation-
ships, whether the family is well, whether the chil-
dren are coming to Sabbath school, or are in church
school, or whether there is sickness or mneed.
No one seems to care. We compass land and
sea to win converts, and vet many who have
joined us are allowed to slip out because of lack
of simple, friendly interest. Every sizable church
needs receptionists at the door, or a welcoming
committee—individuals with a friendly smile, a
hearty handclasp, a sincere and evident interest.
These should not only see that strangers have a
seat, a hymnal, and an opportunity to participate
in the offering but should go the second mile in
friendliness and interest. Some may be drifting,
and a little friendly interest may anchor them.
Someone may be seeking a place of worship and
spiritual fellowship, and a hearty welcome may
cause him to know that yours is the church he
seeks. Some may be discouraged and in need;
to whom should they turn if not to you? Every
church needs a guest record book, so visitors from
out of town may sign and local addresses may be
followed up. Some churches of the world actually
send you a postcard, telling of their pleasure over
your visit, and inviting you to come again should
you pass that way. It would not hurt to ask
publicly at the beginning of the service, How many
are strangers in the congregation today? Then
ask the members seated on either side of them to
shake hands and bid them welcome, and perhaps
invite them home for a meal if they are from out
of town. OQur churches should be known as
friendly churches. Strangers should never come
in contact with us without feeling the warmth of
sincere interest. They should be made to feel at
home with us on their way to the heavenly home.
Every sincere follower of Christ in this troubled
world will find a thousand ways to show his inter-
est. The pastor should set the pace and show
the way, but he cannot be everywhere and do
everything. He can, however, choose men that
have the knack to help him in this. He can make
his church the friendly church.

€ Evangelism (the third volume in the 1946
Ministerial Reading Course) was completed April
5, and is now in your hands. Prophetic Faith of
Qur Fathers, the last book in the course for this
vear, is all set at this writing and is expected to
be in the field about the time this issue of THE
Minr1sTRY reaches you. We deeply regret the dis-
tressing delay, but insuperable postwar obstacles

were responsible. We hope that you receive the
inspiration, the enlarged concept, the greater
vision, and the priceless information these books
were designed to bring to you. We believe you
will not be disappointed. When you have finished
reading the 1946 Course, your new Credit Card
awaits you, at the headquarters or Division Asso-
ciation office.

€ A rew bound copies of TrHE MINISTRY for cer-
tain years are for sale at the Review and Herald
at $2.75 a copy. Those available are: 1 copy of

.1934; 10 copies of 1939; 17 of 1940; 5 of 1941 ; 5 of

1943; 3 of 1944. Send order and remittance to
THE Ministry, Takoma Park 12, D.C., U.S.A.

Corrective of Popular Misconceptions

€ ATTENTION is directed to the assemblage of re-
markable admissions from prominent non-Advent-
ist book reviewers of the F. D. Nichol volume,
The Midwight Cry, appearing on page 7. These
writers refer to it as a classic in its field, recog-
nize it to have proved its case, and commend the
very thorough and scholarly marshaling of the evi-
dence. The production and distribution of this
book has been a salutary corrective for the general
misconception of the beginnings of Adventism ob-
taining among the molders of public opinion.

This journal first urged this special use of The
Midnight Cry when it was in preparation for re-
lease (Ministry, January, 1945, p. 2), and our con-
fidence has been more than justified. It has proved
to be an outstandingly representative piece of evi-
dential literature. Think of the vast- numbers
touched by the combined circulation of the news-
papers, religious journals, and professional organs
cited—and there have been many other reviews.
Through no other means could we have reached
this large group. Here are the circulation figures
for those named:

Chicago Tribune, 1,378,311; New York Herald-Trib-

" une Weekly Book Review, 598,915 ; The Christian Advo-

cate, 310,000; The Christian Century, 34,172, While the
highly professional journals—such as the American So-
ciological Review, Christendom. The New England
Quarterly, New York History. and American Historical
Review—have limited circulations, they reach an wun-
usually important clientele of discerning readers.

Every Seventh-day Adventist should have known
that the clear declarations from our pioneers deny-
ing early extremes and fanaticism were true, espe-
cially when confirmed by the express assurances of
Mrs. E. G. White (The Great Coniroversy, pp.
395-398). This should have kept all members of
this movement from ever conceding the hostile
though popular charges on this point. But it would
almost appear that it has taken the assurance of
non-Adventist scholars to bring confidence to
some, that the full historical evidence clears the
Millerites from the odium of fanaticism.

Fellow worker, have you placed copies of The
Midnight Cry with your local editors, and in all
public and institutional libraries in your commu-
nity? This is a duty we owe both to the public and
to ourselves. Let us complete this important task.

L. E. F.
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Wartime Persecution in Japan®

HE work of our Seventh-day Adventist

church began in 1896, I was baptized in

1go7 and immediately entered the colporteur
work. In the year 1908 I was drafted into the
army, but, because I refused to work on the Sab-
bath, was imprisoned for three months, Upon
my release from imprisonment I again returned to
my colporteur work. I was ordained to the
ministry in 1927 and thereafter carried various
responsibilities. = As director of the Kyushu Mis-
sion, I spent a large portion of my time in church
visitation and in evangelistic work.

In 1941 the Japanese Government promulgated
the Peace Préservation Law, the seventh article
of which contains the following stipulation: “Or-
ganizers of associations which aim at undermining

* Translated by A. N. Nelson. In his accompanying
letter Elder Nelson sends this note of encouragement
by way of a recent report on the outlook in Japan:

“The process of democratization is well under way,
and Japan is going to be a different country from now
on. It is a privilege to preach in a land where we no
longer have to worry about the visitations of the pohce
The headquarters church is nicely organized again in
an informal way, and we are havmg truly wonderful
meetings.

We are witnessing the beginnings of the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit, and there is a most earnest interest
in the study of the Word, both on the part of our own
members and also on the part of new people. We have
baptized ten already, and hope to have another baptism
before we leave. You would be surprised to see the
wonderful prayer meetings that we are enjoying. About
seventy attend each Wednesday night, and after that
from twenty to thirty remain for the Bible class that
I am holding. I also have another hour with this same
group after the M.V. meeting Sabbath afternoon.
That meeting is well attended, as is also the M.V.
meeting. Sabbath morning all ‘the seats are taken in
the headquarters church.

“About forty of our soldier boys are still attending.
These boys worked hard to get these meetings under
way before we got here. We have taken over the church
services, but a GI is still leadmg out in .the Sabbath
school, and in the M.V. meeting.”
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By EIKICHI SEINO, Superintendent
of the Kyushu Mission, Japan

the national polity or impairing the prestige of the
shrines of the Imperial House shall be sentenced
to imprisonments of one year or more.” Be-
cause of the charge that our church was violating
this law, wholesale arrests of our church leaders
at headquarters and throughout the country oc-
curred suddenly on the morning of September 2o,
1943. Those arrested included ministers, teachers,
editors, church officers, and some laymen. I was
placed under arrest in the city jail in Kurume on
the island of Kyushu. In the preliminary question-
ing the following conversation took place:

PROSECUTOR: “Are you a minister of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church?”

SEINO: “Yes.”

PROSECUTOR: “In that case it will be necessary for you

to spend some time in jail, inasmuch as we have
found it necessary to investigate your church.”

The prison jail in which they placed me that day
was familiarly known as the ‘“‘pigsty.” It was
unspeakably filthy. Fleas, lice, and bedbugs ran
riot, and the odors were terrible. There were
so many prisoners in my cell that we were not
able even to stretch our legs. Among my cell-
mates were burglars, swindlers, gamblers, mur-
derers, etc. Suspects of all kinds were all thus
thrown indiscriminately into this same dirty cell.

I spent 121 days in this place, and during this
time I was subjected to severe and most unreason-
able interrogation fifty-three times. On every one
of these occasions the thought-control police officer
would yell at the top of his voice: “In the name of
the emperor I now interrogate you. All we want
is a simple confession. If this is not forthcoming,
you will be cat off from all outside contact, and no
one will be permitted to bring you food.” [Trans—
lator’s note: Prison food is always insufficient.
Prisoners are only kept alive by food brought in
daily by members of their families or friends.]

The gist of the interrogation was invariably
as follows: “What kind of orders did you receive
from America and at what times did you receive



them? Come out with a straightforward con-
fession.”

On the occasion of my fifty-third interrogation
I was informed that my guilt was clear, and I was
accordmgly let out of the “pigsty” and imprisoned
in the Fukuoka Detention Prison. On this oc-
casion I had my first bath in 121 days. After my
bath I was ushered into a room that was com-
fortable, but here I was destined to spend 226
very lonely days. Because of the shortage of
food and the lack of exercise, my health gradually
deteriorated. Eventually I developed a kidney
disease. My fellow prisoner, Shoichi Imamura,
another Seventh-day Adventist minister, was in-
carcerated in the same prison, and aiter a lingering
illness died of kidney trouble on August 2, 1944.
This brave man stood firm for the fa.1th to the

very end, not yielding one iota.

In another prison two more later met their
death. One of these was Seibei Yokoe, a layman,
and Yasunosuke Watanabe, an ordained minister.
Brother Yokoe laid down his life in February,
1944, in the Otsu Penitentiary, as a representative
of the laity. Elder Watanabe died on September
20, 1944, in the Kobe Penitentiary. Both of these
men held firmly to their faith to the very end.
In addition to Brethren Imamura, Yokoe, and
Watanabe, one of our Korean ministers, Keishu
Hoshiyama (Kyung Su Hai), died shortly after
being released from prison. He also held firmly
to his faith. .

Here is an example of the inexcusably cruel
treatment meted out to prisoners, especially those
in the police jails. Whenever any one prisoner
broke any regulation, every one of his cellmates
had to bear joint responsibility and receive a beat-
ing. I myself was frequently struck with heavy
wooden name plates, although I was never guilty
of breaking any of the rules.

Japanese have hitherto always been taught that
to die for the emperor represents the acme of the
“Tapan Spirit” (Yamato Damashi). Many thou-
sands, yes, ten of thousands of soldiers have died
for their emperor as embodiments of the “Japan
Spirit.” At the same time civilian rights have
been trampled underfoot, and many innocent
people have been tortured to death in police in-
terrogations in conformity with the peace-preser-
vation law which was promulgated by the same
emperor. The vicious practices of the foolish and
benighted former Japanese police force, and the
cruel and oppressive actions of the military police,
were all carried out in the name of the same em-
peror. All these facts proclaim in clarion tones
that militarism, a dictatorship, and an absclute
monarchy are all productive of religious perse-
cution and rob people of their rights.

Japan’s national polity is based on mythology.
The Shinto cult and the extreme rightists had
been propagandizing the people to the effect that
the emperor was destined to rule the world, and
that the land of the gods was bound to come out
victorious in this war because of their support.
Because of this, Christianity was mercilessly op-
pressed as a foreign religion etnanating from our
enemy, America. During the Greater East Asia
war the gods of the simple Shinto shrines were

appealed to for victory. All Christians who re-
fused to engage in shrine worship were the sub-
ject of constant ridicule, and were ostracized from
society.

When I was thrown into prison I was charged
with being a leader of those who sought to destroy
Japan, and treated as a common criminal. The
jailer told me that even after I had served my
sentence I would be kept in jail the rest of my
life unless I promised to serve the gods of Japan.

While I was in prison I received absolutely no
news from the outside world. I saw no news-
papers and knew nothing about the progress of
the war. On only a few occasions when victories
were announced did I hear anything about the
war. 1 knew nothing about the deaths of Hitler
and Mussolini, but was informed of the death of
Roosevelt in no uncertain terms. On August 15, -
1945, we received the happy news of the defeat of
Japan in the form of the Imperial Declaration.
This brought to a sudden end the bad dream that
the Japanese people had been having for so long.

I felt assured that the time of my liberation was
drawing on apace, and spent my time in prayer.
During the last days of August the American
Army set foot on the shores of Japan, and on
October 9, 1945, I was released from prison.
Eight days later the general amnesty for political
prisoners was proclaimed, as well as the abrogation
of the hated peace-preservation law. This ushered
in a period of religious liberty for Japan. On
November 8, 1945, the Education' Ministry for-
mally issued a declaration permitting freedom
of religious assembly, and our church emerged
from its dark experience into the bright light of
the better day.

In connection with the arrival of the American
Army, A. N. Nelson, our former superintendent,
F. R. Millard, former principal of the Japan Junior
College, and Captain E. J. Kraft, our former
publishing secretary, arrived in Japan as inter-
preters. Captain Kraft arrived first and had much
to do with securing our release from prison. We
believe that with the dawning of this bright
era of religious liberty our church will go forward
with rapid strides to do its appointed work under
the leadership of F. R. Millard, the new superin-
tendent.

The signs of the second coming of Christ are
multiplying on-every hand, and we as Adventist
ministers bear a heavy responsibility for finishing
the proclamation of the message in all the world.
I particularly ask that all God’s people throughout
the world pray for the speedy evangelization of
Japan, where until now the work has gone so
slowly because of governmental oppression. For
the first time we have full freedom to proclaim
the message by voice and pen, and the future is
bright with promise.

L

ExCeLLENT PaAPER~“] am very happy to subscribe
again to your most excellent little paper. May the Lord
bless all who have anything to do with the making up
of this wonderful journal.”—Mgrs. W. B. TAYLOR,
Music Teacher, Modesto Union Academy, California.
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'CHALLENGE OF A WORLD TASK

A Survey of Mission Problems, Methods, and Relationships
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Are We Just “Fiddlin’”?

OME time back I read an anonymous article

which contained much food “Sor serious

thought. The title was “Fiddlin’” The
writer had twenty-seven years of successful minis-
try to his credit, so his parishioners said. How-
ever, he had strong convictions that he was
“Addlin’ and frittering” away his time. So he
resigned his pastorate and started on an evan-
gelistic crusade, going as his Master did to the
highways and byways, seeking the lost. The
writer lists his seeming church successes, which
brought him distinction.

“l have kept congregations sweet and
peaceful. I feel that I have been.running
around with a pacifier in one hand and a
rattle in the other, comforting, counseling,
appeasing, petting, and reclaiming to church
services those members who had gone ‘up
the niff tree. And because I can do this
I am Successful.

“Y have added membership to congrega-
tions. I have -met the nice, decent, re-
spectable people of communities, and because
of my personality and because of the prestige
which has been held in the community by
the church, they have united with it, and
that, too, has been counted Success.

“T have been a money raiser. I have as-
sembled money and paid for buildings. And
because I can organize congregations for
material accomplishment and inspire them
to raise money, I am urged that my services
should and must continue in this field.

“TI have been a faithful supporter of all
our missionary enterprises. Congregations
for which T have ministered have universally
increased their missionary interest and
giving. This also is judged Success.

“But why continue? T have simply ac-
complished what other ministers have ac-
complished, and worked as others have
worked. For myself, after all these years
I am convinced that I have been simply
‘Fiddlin’ "—-carrying the piano stool while I
might have been carrying the piano.

“For all the time in which I have been
ministering to congregations, in every field,
there have been thousands whom I did not
try t6 reach. While I have wasted my time
trying to keep Sister ‘So and So’ sweet and
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By ARCHIE E. RAWSON, Evangelist
from the Southern Asia Division

upon the supporting list of the church, there
were hundreds of sinners whom I might
have reached with the saving power of the
gospel of Jesus Christ. He ‘went about do-
ing good.” I have gone about pacifying and
holding, petting and appeasing.

“T have preached the gospel lovingly, truly,
completely. T have burned the midnight oil
to search out the truth for them. I have
prepared sermons for the nice, decent, re-
spectable people, who I knew would come
to the church. Had my audience been
blessed with the presence of real sinners I
would have had no message prepared for
them. And yet Jesus came to save them,
and commissioned me to preach His gospel
to every creature. Jesus said ‘Go preach the
gospel.”  Religion, as Jesus proclaimed it,
has always been God searching after man;
not man searching after God. No, I have
just been ‘Fiddlin’’ while the devil’s fire
has been burning in the lives and souls of
men whom Jesus died to save.”—Religious
Digest, September, 1941.

As 1 read this article, the content struck me
with such force that I was compelled to take a
retrospective view of my own ministry. This
personal analysis astonished me.

DO WE not spend much of our
time—precious time, God-given time—sprinkling
sugar on the sour, and pouring oil on the
wounded? We work hard settling strife and petty
quarrels. We hand out pacifiers and rattles to
Dorcas and choir members, and do our best to
unify the church members and keep things running
smoothly. We promote Dorcas sales and worry
over church school financial problems. We sup-
port and promote all church departments—and,
of course, see that reports are in on time,

Yet after we have done all this (and this in
itself is a colossal task), what have we really done?
Have we not been just “fiddlin’”? All this is
important—yes, very important. Sometimes I
think we are quite like Martha of old—cumbered
about with much serving of tables—while we
should be like Mary, who “sat at Jesus’ {feet, and
heard His word.,” (Luke 10:39, 40.) Martha
was “careful and troubled about many things,”
but Mary chose the better part.

What is the essential work to which we have
been called? The God of heaven has given unto




us clear credentials which are conclusive in at-
testation. He said, “Ye have not chosen Me, but
I have chosen you and ordained you, that ye should
go and bring forth fruit.” John 15:16. The dis-
ciples knew the difference between essentials
and nonessentials. They knew that God’s am-
bassadors had no right to spend their time “just
fiddlin’,” They said, “It is not reason that we
should leave the word of God, and serve tables.
Whereof, brethren, look ye out among you seven
men ... whom we may appoint over this business.
But we will give ourselves continually to prayer,
and to the ministry of the word.” Acts 6:2-4.

The great and prime essential is clearly ex-
pressed by Christ, “Wist ye not that I must be
about My Father’s business?” Heaven’s business
is clearly and definitely stated in the words of

. Paul: “To wit, that God was in Christ, recon-
ciling the world unto Himself.”

To Christ’s ambassador there is no ambiguous
objective. He is to preach, to teach, and to
beseech men in Christ’s stead to be reconciled to
God. God “hath given to us the ministry of recon-
ciliation.” Yes, reconciling sinners to God is our
business. It must be our great objective. It is
the work to which we have been called. Every-
thing else, however seemingly important, is just
“fiddlin’ ” when viewed in the light of the gréat
unfinished task.

We are told that nine million converts were
made during the first three centuries of the
Christian Era. How was this done? The answer
comes to us in the words:

“Count that day lost whose low descending sun

Views from thy hand no worthy action done.”

Action for God in reconciling sinners to God
brought the victory. It gathered in the fruit. It
built the church of God. Let us not “fiddle”
around God’s vineyard. Let us beseech men and
women in Christ’s stead to be reconciled to God.

Evangelism Under Nazi Pressure

By Ervine Braanags, Evangelist,
East Norway Conference

‘N THE autumn of 1940 I was removed to Tjomo,
a small island in the Oslo Fiord. The curate
of the Church of Norway there was a Nazi of high
rank, so from the very beginning of my evan-
gelistic campaign T expected trouble. And surely
enough trouble came. At the close of the first
meeting I was told that the curate was present
and wished to speak with me. It was with mixed
feelings that T went and greeted him. He asked
me which denomination I represented, and 1
answered, “The Seventh-day Adventists.” He
demanded that I discontinue my campaign, and
said that I must not show myself on the island
again. Such a demand only inspired me to work
the harder, because I felt that God had some souls
on Tjémé who would hear and accept the truth.
At the second meeting he was again present.
Rumors had spread over the island concerning
his attitude toward me. This had aroused the
curiosity of the people so that the hall was packed.

Everything went well until at the close of the
meeting I appealed to the people to buy our
literature. This they did, which made the curate
furious. He arose and called out, “Adventist
propaganda.” He waved his arms in the air, but
this only made him look the more foolish. All his
efforts were in vain, for the people flocked around
me and bought all the literature I had. This
occurred on several occasions.

At another meeting the curate decided to use
stronger methods to discourage me. So this
night I took an older worker with me. As we
began the meeting, the hall was full of interested
as well as curious listeners. But we had not got
far before trouble came, just as we had thought.
The door opened and in marched fifteen S.S. men
in full uniform. They clicked their heels, gave
the Nazi salute, and then marched up in front of
the platform. The looks they gave us were not
véery encouraging, but as they made no further
trouble, we continued our meeting. We expected
to be arrested at the close, but nothing happened.
God held His hand over us. The work progressed
on the island, souls were won to the truth, and
before I left I organized a church.

In 1942 T began a campaign in Sandefjord.
Before 1 began 1 had been told that this town was
hard to work. But experience proved it to be
the opposite. I worked there for three years,
and each year yielded good results. At the close
of the first meeting I asked whether there were
any present who wished to have an answer to a
Bible question over which they were in doubt.
If so, they should write it down, and their question
would be answered in the following meeting.
The questions fairly rolled in, and the majority
concerned topics such as we follow in our cam-
paigns. T then decided to ask at the second meet-
ing whether the people were willing to let me
arrange their answers in the form of sermons
and take them up in due course. I explained
that the most of the questions needed an hour or
more to give a good and full answer. This they
were more than willing to do.

This proved to be a good way of advertising.
1 held the crowds all through the campaign, as
people were anxious to hear the question answered.
Almost every evening the hall was full an hour
before time for the meeting to begin. Some even
came an hour and a half early so as to be sure
of getting a seat. As I was working alone that
vear, I had very little time to visit interested ones
in their homes. My only way of coming in con-
tact with them was to open an office. This T did,
and announced my office hours, beginning at
10 A.M. on certain days. I had regular visitors,
and often there were so many that T did not
finish until 11 P.M.

At first the Sandefjord curate of the Church
of Norway was very much against us. But after
a while the ice melted, and he was quite friendly.
One Sunday he had one hundred forty boys and
girls before him who were to be confirmed. The

church was full to the last seat. Unexpectedly
—Please turn to page 48
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9 The matter of charges of
fanaticism against the Millerites

Reviewers Admit Evidence Disproves Charges

OR a hundred years we have had to meet out-
rageous charges of fanaticism leveled against
our spiritual fathers, the Millerites of the

1840’s. Recently a long-overdue piece of research
was conducted to discover the facts. The findings
have been published in The Midnight Cry. Here
all the major charges are examined and refuted;
for example, that the Adventists wore ascension
robes and sat on housetops, and that their wild ex-
citement produced insanity, suicide, and even mur-
der. The documentary evidence is unanswerable.
That is the conclusion any Adventist would reach.
But what of critical onlookers? Do they admit that
the charges of fanaticism have been disproved?
Admissions by those not sympathetic to our faith
are about the strongest testimony that can be pre-
sented.

Copies of The Midunight Cry were sent to vari-
ous newspapers and journals for review. Most of
the reviewers call attention to the fact that the
book is a defense of Adventists by an Adventist,
but generally add that the author has made an hon-
est attempt to present all the pertinent facts. Quite
uniformly they admit that the author has proved
the Millerites were the objects of slander, and that
the principal charges against them have been
proved false.

Some reviewers seek to minimize their admis-
sions by declaring that such charges as wearing
ascension robes are really trivial, and not entitled
to much space in refutation, and that the Millerites
were irrational anyway because of their literal
Scriptural views. But until this book was written,
our critics, including learned historians, always
brought out the ascension robes as their best proof
of the absurdity of the movement. And for good
meastre they repeated the old stories about insan-
ity and suicide. That was why this book addressed
itself to a full examination of the charges. The
question of the reasonableness of Millerite princi-
ples of prophetic interpretation was purposely, left
for careful treatment by L, E. Froom in his forth-
coming volumes entitled The Prophetic Faith of
Our Fathers, Volume 3 of which is just being is-
sued.

And now-what do the reviewers say in admis-
sion? Following are quotations from a number,
First, from the American Sociological Review
(official organ, American Sociological Society),
Newell L. Sims, Oberlin College, reviewer:

“In thirty uniform, well-written chapters the story of
Millerism is fully expounded and its critics answered. . . .
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“Notwithstanding its propaganda purpose, the book
probably gives a fairly accurate account of the move-
ment.””—December, 1045, p. 804.

Christendom (American organ of the World
Council of Churches), William W. Sweet, Univer-
sity of Chicago, reviewer:

“This book ... has been written with the avowed
purpose of defending William Miller and the Millerite
movement from the calumny of the historians. . . . He
[the author] does lay claim to forthrightness and honesty
in the presentation of his case, and the bibliography,
together with the copious annotations on every page,
drawn from an examination of the numerous documents
of the time (many of them manuscripts hitherto unused),
seems to be adequate proof that he has made a praise-
worthy attempt to present the whole movement in the
light of all available sources. . , .

“In refuting the ‘ascension robe’ stories, the author
undoubtedly has proved his case, but whether or not
he has made his case in regard to the charge of fanat-
icism depends upon what is meant by fanaticism. He
has, however, shown that the leaders tried to keep the
movement under control emotionally, and perhaps suc-
ceeded to a larger degree than has been generally known.

“As has already been noted, the book is forthright
and honest, and deserves a careful reading.”—Winter,
1946, pp. 103, I04.

The New England Quarterly (published at the
University of Maine), Ira V. Brown, Phillips Exe-
ter Academy, reviewer:

“In a disarming preface the author confesses that
his book does not pose as history. . .. The work is
based on careful examination of original sources. .

“The most interesting section is that devoted to ex-
ploding the tradition that Miller’s disciples garbed
themselyes in ‘ascension robes.”’ Had they universally
marched: out to graveyards and hillsides in white muslin
gowns on October 2z, 1844, the final day set for the
advent, it is incredible that contemporary newspapers
would not have reported the fact. They are silent on
this point, except for one reference describing the oc-

‘casion in Cincinnati, which states that the millenarians

were dressed like everyone else. It would appear that
for the most part they spent the day quietly in their
homes or tabernacles. Undoubtedly the movement was
2 much more prosaic one than the public has usually
assumed,

“Many of the wilder tales regarding it do rest on
contemporary newspaper evidence, but such stories were
generally prefaced with ‘It is reported’ or ‘They say.’
Others were clearly facetious. Even so renowned a
historian as John Bach McMaster allowed himself to
fall into inaccuracies through careless reliance on
journalistic sources. Independent investigation done
by the reviewer two years ago confirms Mr. Nichol’s
conclusion as to their untrustworthy character. The
book is also.a valuable corrective to Clara E. Sears’
popular account, Days of Delusion, derived chiefly from
second- and third-hand family gossip.”—September, 1945,
DD. 423, 424. o

New York History (Quarterly Journal of the
New York State Historical Association), Whitney

R. Cross, Connecticut College for Women, re-
viewer:




“As the appointed day [October 22, 1844] approached
and proselytizing grew more intense, unprincipled scoff-
ers and devoted churchmen alike persecuted the Miller-
ites at every opportunity, distorting their preachings,
questioning their motives and holding them up to hi-
larious ridicule. .The few secular historians who have
dealt with the movement utilized as sources unreliable
folk traditions and hostile newspapers. Thus a seriously
warped conception of this premillennial enthusiasm has
prevailed for generations. . . .

“His [the author’s] study of the subject is without

question the most thorough and reliable ever made. It
is sufficiently able to make the necessity for work
along similar lines in the future extremely doubtful.
He has, in my opinion, proved the lack of fanaticism
in the movement, at least up to the day of reckoning.
After the disappointment, when more irregular behavior
occurred, he has not pursued his investigations.* He has
likewise proved that ascension robes are a myth, that
Adventism did not drive numbers of men insane, that
its leaders were sincere and courageous men, even saintly
and heroic.,”—January, 1946, pp. 100, I01.

The American Historical Review (official or-
gan, American Historical Association), Mary H.
Mitchell, Ph.D., historical writer, reviewer:

“The author’s general thesis is that Miller was_an
honest and sincere man who had reached his beliefs
after long and careful study of the Bible, that Miller-
ism was a part of a wide advent movement, and that
it ‘does not suffer by comparison with other religious
awakenings.”. . . i . .

“Newspapers printed wild and ridiculous stories about
it, caricatures were issued, and mobs attacked its meet-
ings. The followers were charged with irregularities
and éxcesses, hysterical and fanatical behavior, and
financial wrongdoing. The most serious accusation was
that Millerism caused waves of insanity, suicide and
murder. .

“The author does not deny the presence of the ‘lunatic
fringe’ that accompanies any movement, and cites attacks
on abolitionists, among others. He asserts in defense
that it should be judged by its main body of well-behaved
members rather than by the actions of a few cranks
and impostors. . . . i R .

“Specific and serious charges he examines with special
care. . . . He is convinced that ‘Millerism was not really
the cause of anyone's insanity.’” His defense is so
strong that hereafter if serious writers repeat the charge,
it would seem to be only to illustrate the fear and
hostility roused by the preaching of the end of the world.

“As to lesser charges, tales so colorful and pictur-
esque as those of Millerites dressed in long, white robes,
waiting in graveyards or in trees and on platforms for
Gabriel to blow his horn, will not pass into the oblivion
which' he feels they deserve, but into the realm of folk-
lore. . . . . .

“Mr. Nichol has done an immense amount of work,
with valuable results, both in exposition and defense.
His self-confessed bias is not extreme or bitter.”—
January, 1946, pp. 331, 332.

Christian Advocate (leading weekly of the Meth-
odist Church), Roy L. Smith, editor of the Ad-

vocate, reviewer:

“Wild and fanciful tales were told about the Millerites,
and the most scandalous charges were made against
them and their doctrines. It was an age of colorfpl
reporting on the part of newspapers, and‘uncerteu‘n
means of communication, as a result of which gossip
was made to appear as fact. Stories of ascension robes,
dementia, riots, and other attendant circumstances were
widely current and universally _believed. That 'the‘Mll-
ler movement continues to exist as a denominational

*The author did not discuss events following the
spring of 1845, because the Millerite movement proper
ended then. But investigation was made of charges of
fanaticism in the period immediately following. Such
charges proved to have no better foundation than earlier
ones.- The few that had substance were denounced by
Adventist leaders.

group is not widely known, though the adherents are
themselves a devout body.

“One of their number, in a careful and thoroughgoing
fashion, has undertaken to remove much of the stigma
attached to the early movement, and in a carefully
documented volume which represents an enormous
amount of painstaking research he has presented a
portrait of the forceful figure whose preaching created
the movement. It is a good book, if for no other
reason than that it explodes so many of the indefensible
charges against an honest man who was proved to be
also a mistaken one.”—February 21, 1046, p. 26.

The Christian Century (most prominent inter-
denominational weekly in America), Sidney E.
Mead, University of Chicago, reviewer:

“This ‘defense’ of the Millerites will be greeted with
enthusiasm by those within the Adventist churches who
have long suffered from the repetition of baseless rumors
about their origins, and will receive a sympathetic
welcome from people outside those churches who have
an interest in historical accuracy. . . .

“The first nineteen chapters tell the story of William
Miller. . . . Here the author does justice to the integrity
and sincerity of Miller. . . . The exciting events of the
‘year of the end of the world’ (March, 1843, to March,
1844) are treated with restraint, and the ‘great day of
hope’ (October 2z, 1844), the final day set by the leaders
for the second coming, is adequately dealt with.

“In the second section of the book the author argues
convincingly from the evidence that common charges
—for example, that the movement was fanatical and
led to insanity, suicides, and murders—have been greatly
exaggerated. Three of these chapters are devoted to
the attempt to squelch once for all the story that the
Millerites wore ‘ascension robes’ on the night. In dealing
with Millerism, twentieth-century writers have frequently
yielded to the temptation to dwell on the sensational, and
this work will do much to balance the popularized ac-
counts such as Clara Endicott Sears’ Days of Delusion.”
~—March 7, 19435, p. 304.

The
weekly) :

“William Miller developed a2 movement which em-
phasized the imminence of the second coming of Christ.
The movement was a tremendous emphasis upon a
greatly neglected truth. . . .

“In a phenomenal way, the whole country seems to
have been affected, and the public press carried articles
dealing with the situation. Very few of these were
friendly, and the wildest rumors concerning the Miller-
ites were spread abroad. It was rumored that Millerism
resulted in insanity, murder, and other extravagances.
It was said that on the day appointed for our Lord to
return the Millerites put on white robes and went out
into the country and to hilltops to meet Him. All these
reports Mr. Nichol investigated with remarkable thor-
oughness, and, we think, proves them false. His dis-
cussion of this historical episode is frank and factual.
He seems to have left no stone unturned to get at the
facts. His research is most thorough. We are glad for
the appearance of this book. It corrects a great in-
justice done to a good, if mistaken, man in Mr. Miller
and to the large company that followed his teachings.
. . . Because of the widespread error concerning the
Milterites, this book should have careful and thoughtful
reading.”—May 24, 1945, DD. 513, 5I4.

Watchman-Exanuner (leading Baptist

The Westminster Theological Journal (Presby-
terian), A. Culver Gordon, reviewer :

“It is a safe assertion that few can read this book
without a revision of their estimate of William Miller
and the Millerite movement of a century ago. The
author gives a history which is also a defense. . . . He
does not pretend to be an impartial judge but rather the
attorney for the defense. . .. Mr. Nichol is partisan, but
he is also fair. . . .

“In the portion of the book which deals with an answer
to various charges brought against Millerism, Mr. Nichol
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presents material that is of wider interest than might at
first be imagined. For instance, in dealing with the
question, ‘Did Millerism Cause Insamty Suicide, and
Murder P he examines the medical evidence for charges
of this nature brought against evangelistic religion gen-
erally. His discussion of mental instability and religious
excitement is illuminating.

“A considerable section deals with the question of
. fanatlasm espemally on October 22, 1844, and with the
wearing of ascension robes.” Mr. Nichol makes a good
case for believing that with but few exceptions the
Millerites were in their places of worship on the fateful
night, that they behaved circumspectly, and that they did
not wear the robes of popular legend. . . .

“Mr. Nichol in writing this book with such painstaking
care has put the church in his debt. It is one that the
historian, the student of prophecy, and the general reader
may peruse with advantage. It is a book which, if not
definitive for the Millerite movement, is the closest ap-
proach to such an ideal presently existing.”»—May, 1946,
pp. 218-2z0.

New York Herald-Tribune (one of the most in-
fluential newspapers in America), Stewart Hol-
brook, author and journalist, reviewer :

“Most laymen in New England and the Midwest have
been brought up on stories of the fanatical imbecilities
of the Millerites—how they gathered and shouted, how
they tailored ascension gowns of pure white muslin for
the great day, how they climbed hills and mountains,
even barns and apple trees, in order to get a good view
of the event; and how many went stark mad and
had to be confined. . . . These stories have long since
congealed into a folklore that is as firmly believed as is
Henry Longfellow’s verse about Paul Revere.

“Now comes Mr, Nichol, . with a truly monu-
mental and enlightening study of Millerism, with especial
regard to the allegedly insane acts of its cohorts. With
a self-avowed bias, but with great good humor and a
vast amount of research, he has made a book that must
be reckoned with. . He discovered—what every in-
fidel knows—that the greatest persecutors of all were
the other Christian sects. .

“Mr. Nichol has done a remarkably clear, fine, and
important book, and its stands virtually alone in its
field. Though I admire the book and found it of intense
interest, I regret it must largely dissipate the more
lurid of the folk tales about the Millerites, wondrous
stories .cherished for years.”—Weekly Book Review,
August 26, 1945, p. 26.

Chicago Tribune (second laréest newspaper Cir-
culation in America), John Astley-Cock, religious
editor of Tribune, reviewer :

“Miller was an ardent and sincere evangelist of un-
assuming humility whose revivalism weaned many from
the fleshpots and created the fruitful soil whence sprang
all the adventual denominations, the most prominent
today being the Seventh-day Adventists, with a world
membership exceeding half a million.

“Miller, however, was jealously reviled by contem-
poraries, his followers accused of fanaticism, and the
movement accused of causing murder, suicide, and in-
sanity. . . . Broadsides ridiculed the ascension robes
which it was alleged, entirely without foundation as it
now appears, were worn in expectancy of the Rapture.
All this calumny of irresponsible gossip have been so
extensively copied and quoted unchecked by writers,
encyclopedic and literary, during the last century that
the most preposterous yarns have virtually become a
part of folklore,

“This book is a defense of Millerism. Not by the
apologetic method of special pleading, but solely by
allowing the documentary record, either of affirmation
or refutation, to speak for itself. . .. Every story is
traced to its source and shown to be either fabrication
or distortion and even malicious representation.

. “By presenting the origin and progress of Millerism
with judicial impartiality, “without any of the historian’s
or biographer’s inevitable subjectivity, the author has
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placed all future writers on the subject under weighty
obligation.”—July 29, 1945.

The Seventh-day Adventist movement must fo-
cus on the date October 2z, 1844. It is heartening
to know by the evidence, and by the admissions of
non-Adventists, that that day is not surrounded
with silly and fanatical acts. Of course, Mrs.
White’s words have been plain for all to read, that
the stories of fanaticism were an invention of the
devil. But, then, we are sometimes slow to believe
all that the prophets have said!

——

THE BOOK SHELF

Books, Reviews, and Discussions

—————

—

The Improved Funeral Manual, William H.
Leach, Revell, New York, 1946, 224 pages,
$1.50.

The compiler of this manual is the editor of
Church Management. He has had much ex-
perience in compiling manuals, being the author
of such other manuals as How to Make the Church
Go, Church Adwministration, Church Finance,
Church Publicity, etc.

The present manual has seven parts, the first
four of which are titled “Professional Conduct,”
“Historic Liturgies,” “Liturgical Materials,” and
“Funeral Prayers Classified by Various Groups,”
and have much useful material and some helpful
suggestions. Parts Five and Six, however, titled
“Homiletic” and “An Anthology of Immortality,”
are quite useless for our purposes, as they are
based on the anti-Scriptural dogma of inherent
immortality. Part Seven gives information for
conducting a military funeral. .

Notwithstanding the material in this book which
we could not use, there is much in it which would
benefit our ministers in conducting funeral serv-
ices. The good and helpful material outweighs the
disadvantages.

Carryre B. Havwes. [Secretary,
Council on Industrial Relations.]

This Year of Our Lord,* Andrew W. Blackwood,
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1943, 244
pages, $2.

These are sermons for special occasions by the
professor of homiletics of Princeton Seminary,
such as Christmas, New Year’s Day, Mother’s
Day, Baccalaureate Day, Children’'s Day, July 4,
Labor Day, Thanksgiving time, and Bible Sun-
day, with others. The author’s purpose is to set
forth the will of God to busy folk in a world which
has been at war, and during these days of readjust-
ment that follow. He has done it well.

Caruyrie B. Havwes.

Conserving Marriage and the Family,* Ernest
R. Groves, Macmillan, New York, 1944, 138
pages, $1.75.

Our pastors are called upon now and then to
give counsel concerning divorce. At such times

* Elective, 1946 Ministerial Reading Course.



the pastor needs the best help available, for the
majority of men and women who get a divorce
regret the step afterward. Ernest R. Groves’
recent book, Conserving Marriage and the Family,
is a very practical and sympathetic approach to
the subject. It will help men and women have
a saner, happier, more Christian viewpoint in
their married lives.

The major marriage troublemakers, such as,
“l am unhappily married,” “My mate is unfaith-
ful,” “We are always quarreling,” “We fight about

_money,” “We cannot agree about children,” etc.,
are discussed in a clear, frank, convincing manner.
Although each subject is dealt with thoroughly, it
is far from being tedious. The entire book may be
read in a few hours.

ArcuA O. Darr. [Secretary, Department
of Education, Potomac Conferénce.]

The Fine Art of Living Together,* Albert W.
Beaven, Harpers, New York City, 1942, 134
pages, $1.60.

The author is president of Colgate Rochester
Divinity School. This volume, without question,
is one of the best books in its field to come
from the press. Dr. Beaven treats the entire sub-
ject in a very commendable way, basing his treatise
upon a Bible background, which makes the entire
question of early friendships, courtship and mar-
riage, the wedding day, married life, and growing
old together become a vital part of Christianity
itself.

Every minister and gospel worker will do well to
read this volume and encourage his parishioners
to do the same. C. Lester Bonp, [Associate
: Secretary, M.V. Department.]

* Elective, 1946 Ministerial Reading Course,

KINDLY CORRECTIVES

Correct Speech and Cultured Conduct

Japan and the Kings of the East

By Anprew N. Nrison* Religious
Research Analyst, Tokyo, Japan

*Dr. Nelson is, for the time being, in charge of the
Religious Research Unit in the Civil Information and
Education Section of American General Headquarters,
at Tokyo. He has been closely associated with Com-
mander Bunce, who wrote the rescript which sounded
the death knell to state Shintoism. Formerly principal
of the Japan Junior College, then superintendent of the
Japan Union Mission, and upon his return to the United
States, dean of Emmanuel. Missionary College, he is
now_ under appointment from the Mission Board as
president of the Philippine Union College, to which
he will proceed after the General Conference session.

JAPAN’S new constitution is now ready for
action by the new Diet which will come into
being in the coming election, the first free election
that this country has seen since 1936, a decade
ago. The new constitution is wonderful—I think
the best in the world. Its religious-liberty clause

is very fine. One striking feature of this new
constitution is the absolute absence of provision
for any army, navy, or air force whatsoever. It
even goes so far as to prohibit the formation of
such organjzations in the future. The change that
has taken place in this nation in the last few
months is phenomenal. Truly marvelous things
are happening before our very eyes as this perse-
cuting, militaristic nation is being swiftly trans-
formed into a nation of peace.

This situation will certainly bring to a sudden
end the tendency that has persisted in some of
our series of evangelistic meetings to portray Japan
as the inevitable leader of the kings of the East
as they head for the battle of Armageddon. And
yet just the other day one of our earnest young
soldier boys stated to me that in spite of the situ-
ation in which Japan finds herself, he still has a
firm belief that prophecy will be fulfilled, and that
Japan will yet lead the nations of the East into
the battle of Armageddon. I was rather startled
when I heard him say that, for it shows how wide-
spread and how definite has been the insistence on
the part of some of our American evangelists that
Japan is going to be the leader of the Eastern kings
in the great final battle.

As I have often pointed out in private conver-
sations, the prophecy does not say that Japan
is to lead the nations of the Fast to Armageddon,
no matter how plausible the theory that she would
weld the Orient into one great force under her
efficient leadership. Nor does the verse in question
state that Japan and China, and India, for that
matter, would even be on the same side in the
battle of Armageddon. Leaving aside the new
interpretation of the kings of the East, there
is nothing whatever in the text to warrant our
announcing to the world that Japan is to be the
military leader of the Orient in the world’s last
world war. At most we were only justified in the
past in stating that she would be included in
those nations batiling at Armageddon. Certainly
the odds are nmow against Japan’s rising up to
lead out in such a struggle.

We should be careful not to read into unfulfifled
prophecy important details that we may feel are
implied therein. It might be proper to call at-
tention to some possible developments. But cer-
tainly, when presenting this or any other prophecy,
we should avoid making dogmatic statements as
to how the said prophecies are to be fulfilled
when such are not expressly stated in the texts
under consideration.

Today Japan lies prostrate at the feet of the
victors. Tons and tons of explosives, planes, and
weapons of war are still being destroyed daily.
She is a nation without even the semblance of an
army, navy, or air force, and she is now about
to adopt a constitution forbidding such organiza-
tions in the years to come. No matter what the
future developments in Japan may be, statements
in regard to her leadership of the kings of the East
in the battle of Armageddon have always been
out of place, and now appear ridiculous.
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BIBLE INSTRUCTOR COUNCIL

Plans and Methods, Experiences and Problems

II. Background of Dispensational Error

1. ScorieLp’s ANTINOMIAN ErrOR. (See Secret

Rapture, V. J. Johns, pp. 85-95)

1. Observe Scofield Bible note on Galatians
3:24: “The law is . . . a ministry of con-
demnation, death, and the divine curse.”

2, Paul’s cautions against antinomian teach-
ings. Rom. 3:31; Gal. 3:21; Rom. 7:7.

3. God’s word teaches law converts soul; not
a “ministry of condemnation.” Ps. 19:7.

Nore—*“Here is where some of the most serious evils
of dispensationalism come clearly into view; for the
aspersions which the teacliers of that system cast upon
the holy law of God constitute in their totality a com-
plete and grievous misrepresentation thereof.”—Puirir
Mauro, The Hope. of Israel.

4. Testimony of a Presbyterian:

“You canpot believe in the existence of sm unless
you believe in the existence of the law of God.”
~ “The law of God runs all through the Bible. It is
not found just in this passage or that, but is the back-
ground of everything that the Bible says regarding the
relations between God and man.’

“The error called ‘antinomianism’ has held that the
dispensation of grace which was ushered in by Christ
abrogated the law of God for Christian people. What
a truly horrible error that is!”

“I know that some people hold—by veritable delirium
of folly, as it seems to me—that the words of Jesus
belong to a dispensation of law that was brought to a
close by His death and resurrection, and that therefore
the teaching of the sermon on the mount, for example,
is not intended for the dispensation of grace in which
we are now living. Well, let them turn to the apostle
Paul.... The apostle regards any such notion as the
deadliest of errors.’

“But that new power does not emancipate them from
obedience to God’s boly commands. Nay, it enables
them to ohey those commands as they could never
obey them hefore.”

“That is the atmosphere in which the Bible moves;
that is the rock upon which it is founded. God’s law
embracing all.... This law is grounded in the infinite
perfection of the being of God Himself.... If that be
the law of God, how awful a thing sin is.”—J. GrEsHAM
MACHEN.

5. SD.A. approach to dispensationalists:
Teach soundly Ten Commandments, two
laws, law and gospel, two covenants.

II. DisPENSATIONAL ANTICHRIST MiscoNCEP-

TIONS ARE CATHOLIC.

1. Observe carefully development of present-
day errors of dispensationalism’s Anti-
christ. The Reformation had challenged
Rome to prove that the pope was not Anti-
christ. Pope enlisted Jesuits to produce
Scriptural evidence in favor of Papacy.
(Jesuits previously a militaristic order.)
Challenge instigated research by Catholic
theologians Bellarmine, Ribera, and Alca-
zar, Result, preterist and futurist inter-
pretations of prophetic Antichrist.
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-and...

2. Modern dispensationalism has reversed
Protestant historic interpretation of proph-
ecy by accepting antichrist of futurism.
Protestants long held to true interpreta-
tion, but today even fundamentalists teach
Rotme’s views of antichrist.

“He changeth the tymes and lawes that any of the
sixe worke dayes commanded of God will make them
unholy and idle dayes when he lyste, or of their owne
holy dayes abolished make worke dayes agen, or when
they changed ye Saterday into Sondaye.... They have
changed God’s lawes and turned them mto their owne
tradicions to be kept above God’s precepts.”—GEORGE
Jove, Exposicion of Daniel the Prophete, gathered out
of Philipp Melanchthon, Johan Ecolamapdius, etc. (1545),
p. 119.

“Luther never felt strong and free to war against
the papal apostasy till he recognized the pope as anti-
christ. It was then he burned the papal bull. Knox's
first sermon, the sermon which ‘launched him on his
mission as a reformer, was on the prophecies concerning
the Papacy.... All the Reformers were unanimous in
the matter ;... ~and their interpretation of these prophe-
cies determined iheir reforming action. It Jed them to
protest against Rome with extraordinary strength and
undaunted courage. It nerved them to resist the claims
of that apostate church to the uttermost. It made
them martyrs; it sustained them at the stake. And
the views of the Reformers were shared by thousands,
by hundreds of thousands. They were adopted by
princes and peoples. TUnder their influence nations
abjured their allegiance to the false priest of Rome.
In the reaction which followed, all the powers of hell
seemed to be let loose.... Yet the Reformation stood
undefeated and unconquerable. God’s Word upheld it,
that prophetic book with which the Scripture
closes [Revelation] was one of the mightiest instruments
employed in its accomplishment.”—Gratran H. Guin-
NESS, Romanism and the Reformation, pp. 153, 154.

Carsorrcs.—“The innovators found in our sacred
books [the Scriptures] that the Pope was Antichrist,
and the Church of Rome the harlot of Babylon, and
her traditions ‘old wives’ fables,” and the priesthood
the common property of all Christians, and faith alone
sufficient for salvation.”—REeverenp A, Nampon, Catho-
lic Doctrine as Defined by the Counctl of Trent, p. 104.

3. SD.A. approach: Teach prophecy by
holding to original historic interpretation
in contrast to dlspensatlonal views of anti-

christ.
ITI. BeLLarRMINE'S ConNrusioNs COUNTERACT
REFORMATION.
1. Cardinal Bellarmine, 1542-1621, Italian,

combated Protestant claims that pope
was Antichrist. Counter Reformation had
checked Protestantism in Europe. Bel-
larmine’s chief attack was on year-day
principle of prophecy. Paved way for
present futurist teachings. Applied apoc-
alyptic symbols to future.

2. Used “gap theory”—7oth week of Daniel
g separated from 6gth week and placed
just before end of world. Beginning date
for 23co days, <435 B.c. (See diagrams in



Iv.

Typical Evangelistic Sermons, vol. 2, p.
112; also read pages 110-113.)

. Taught Antichrist was a Jew of tribe of
Dan. -

. Crucifixion date set by Bellarmine at A.D.
38 instead of 31.

. One who “confirms covenant” not Christ.
Dan. 9:27.

6. Dispensationalists teach covenant con-
firmed with Jews after “secret rapture”
and during 7oth week. (A Catholic
teaching.)

7. Futurism distorted significant prophetic
events and threw them into future in a
meaningless way.

BELLARMINE ACCEPTED RIBERA’S FUTURIST

TEACHINGS.

1. Francisco Ribera, Jesuit, of Spain, 1537-
1591,

2. Tagught antichrist a single individual, pre-
ceded by reappearance of Enoch and Eli-
jah.

3. Antichrist a Christ-opposing power at
time of end.

4. Antichrist to build temple at Jerusalem
and drive out Christian religion. Would
pretend to be God, be received by Jews,
and conquer world in three and one-half
literal years before the reappearing of
Christ. A future period of “tribulation.”

AW

un

VI

VII.

e. Revelation 21, 22 pertains to church,
the New Jerusalem. (Originated and
taught by Augustine.)

f. Alcazar attacked Ribera and Augustine
on millennium and resurrection,

g. Taught church has continual inspira-
tion.

SECRET RarrUre FarLacy orF FuTurism

ACCEPTED BY PROTESTANTS. (See The Secret

Rapture, pp. 11-23)

1. Silent snatching away of church before
“time of Jacob’s trouble.” Jer. 30:7.
2. False use of words, parousie and apoka-

lupsis. Matt. 24:30, 3I. :

Note: The very word translated “coming”
in Matthew 24:27 2nd 1 Thessalonians
4:15 is the Greek word parousia. Words
“lightning,” “voice,” “shout,” describe the
parousia.

3. S.D.A. approach: Teach accurately texts
on Christ’s second coming. Understand
sequence of events and manner. (See
Matthew 24 chart.) Know how to point
out errors in dispensationalism to Protes-
tants and Catholics.

DispeEnsationalL ConNrFusioN oN Two

Prases oF Seconp ADdvENT—“RAPTURE”

AND “REVELATION.”

1. Order of events taught by dispensation-
alists:

V. PreTerisM’s ERRONEOUS INTERPRETATION a. The Rapture is that time when Christ
AccepTEp BY CALVIN, comes in the air and secretly snatches
1. Reformer Calvin believed little horn was from earth all true believers to unite them

Julius Caesar. Calvin carried over some with the great throng of resurrected
Catholic errors into a strong branch of saints. (Variations of ideas on details.)
Protestant church. : b. The Tribulation is that time during
2. Influenced by Luis Alcazar, Jesuit of which evil will rapidly develop and Anti-
Spain, 1554-1613, who applied preterism christ will appear.
to Apocalypse. c. The Revelation is that time when Christ
3. Views of Alcazar: appears in glory to “ascend the throne of
a. Revelation 1-11 pertained to Jews. earth, the throne of His father David at
b. Revelation 12-20 pertained to pagan Jerusalem.”
Rome. b. The thousand-year period is that time
c. Three and one-half years not definite during which “mankind will be spiritually
time period. quickened,” and the Jews will have
d. Peace since Constantine’s time. Reve- —Please turn to page 20
lation 20,
The Chronological Sequence of Events of Matthew 24 g
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WITH OUR THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS

Current Field Training Experiences

Should Field Training Be Postponed?

T IS generally expected by conference execu-
tives that theological graduates from our col-
leges will have had a certain amount of field

experience during their college work.
reasonable expectation? Or should college train-
ing be entirely theoretical? If it is reasonable
to expect candidates for the ministry to obtain
- evangelistic and pastoral experience during their
four years in college, what plans should we adopt
in order to make this field work as satisfactory as
possible? If it is not reasonable to believe that the
already overcrowded program of the average the-
ological student can be arranged to include useful,
practical training in ministerial activity, when and
where should the ministerial aspirant obtain this
vitally important part of his preparation for serv-
ice?

The territory within a reasonable radius of
our senior colleges has been used year after year
to provide laboratory facilities in practical homi-
letics. Naturally, such a procedure tends to pro-
duce an unfavorable attitude toward the truth
on the part of the people who are practiced upon
year after year by enthusiastic and eager, but
inexperienced, prospective ministers.

Student evangelistic campaigns are usually not
commenced until several weeks of the school year
have elapsed. One, or possibly two, meetings
are held each week, and it is difficult to present
the entire message adequately before the school
year closes. It is not always practical for the
interest that has been aroused to be cared for after
the end of the school year, and not only are op-
portunities for adding to the church membership
lost, but there is the danger that people who have
become partially acquainted with present truth will
lose their interest and swell the numbers of those
who are prejudiced against Seventh-day Advent-
1sts.

Some of our most experienced and successful
evangelists would probably hesitate to embark
upon a series of meetings in a town or a section
of a city where the message had been partially
presented repeatedly during the ten or fifteen years
prior to a contemplated effort in that place. There
is no need to enlarge upon this situation. Every-
one connected with the Bible departments in our
colleges is well aware of the difficulty of finding
suitable territory for student evangelistic cam-
paigns within a reasonable distance. We may
well ask ourselves the question, Is it fair to call
upon theological undergraduates to undertake

PAGE 13 o THE MINISTRY, JUNE, 1946

Is this a .

By T. KENNETH LUDGATE, Instructor,
Bible Department, Southern Missionary College

responsibility that workers with many years of
experience would hesitate to accept?

It is always possible to provide opportunities
for the students to gain experience in literature
distribution and house-to-house visitation, but
even this form of practical training is handicapped
by the attitude of people who have been invited
to accept literature vear after year by successive
classes of theological students, A practical il-
lustration of this situation was seen in the ac-
tivities of a group of theological students at one of
our senior colleges last year who engaged in sys-
tematic house-to-house literature distribution.
All went well for the first week or two, and several
openings were secured for Bible studies to. be
conducted in the homes. When the students made
their second call to give studies, they were in-
formed that the people did not wish them to call
again, as they knew they were Adventists from
the college. This was not an isolated occurrence.
Two or three groups had the same experience,
and to say the least, it is not encouraging for
beginners.

Another phase of the problem is related to the
student’s overcrowded curri¢ulum. It appears to
be the generally accepted idea that theological
students should be given a liberal arts training,
plus professional preparation, in the regular four-
year college course. Contact with and observa-
tions of the products of such a system leads to
the conclusion that those who pass through it
gain a smattering of knowledge concerning many
widely separated fields and a thorough knowledge
of none.

In addition to his struggle to meet the require-
ments of this twofold theoretical training, the aver-
age theological student finds himself obliged to en-
gage in anywhere from ten to thirty-five hours of
industrial labor a week in order to balance his fi-
nancial budget. Being exceedingly anxious to avail
himself of every opportunity to gain practical ex-
perience, the already overburdened student gladly
accepts an assignment for field experience in evan-
gelism and endeavors to adjust his program to
make room for the several hours a week that he
must spend in preparation for, and participation
in, evangelistic activities. According to the in-
structions found in Counsels to Teachers, student
programs should not be so arranged that there is
no time for practical missionary activities.

“The teachers and students in our schools need the
divine touch. God can do much more for them than

He has done, because in the past His way has been
restricted. If a missionary spirit is encouraged, even if



it takes some hours from the program of regular study,
miuch of heaven’s blessing will be given, provided there
is more faith and spiritual zeal, more of a realization
of what God will do."—Counsels io Teachers, p. 546.

This instruction points directly to an adjustment
of the study program to enable the student to find
the necessary time for his practical field training.
What, then, is the solution? Three practical plans
suggest themselves to the writer:

1. Postpone field training until the student
enters his ministerial internship. This plan would
enable students to concentrate upon their theo-
retical studies during their days in college, with-
out the anxiety of wondering whether they will
be adequately prepared for the duties required
of them when they enter the work. It would be
recognized by conference administrators that part
of the responsibility associated with the employ-
ment of ministerial interns would be the provision
of opportunities to gain field experience under the
tutelage of experienced ministers.

2. The theological course could be extended to
permit the inclusion of field training. This pro-
cedure would lighten the student’s load during his
senior year, and also meet the desire on the part
of the field for ministerial candidates to receive
practical experience during their college course.

3. The third plan would call for the elimination
of certain subjects from the present crowded cur-
riculum in order to make way for field training. .

Plan number one is that which commends itself
as being the most satisfactory under present con-
ditions. Students would be enabled to gain their
initial contact with field work in areas that were
not used as practice grounds by college students.
It is to be hoped that serious consideration will
be given to this very real problem and that a
satisfactory solution will be arrived at in the
not far distant future.

e ——t———tro——yeemem— bt S——memtm
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RELIGIOUS WORLD TRENDS

Import of Leading Press Declarations

Catholics Capitalize Publicity

By Georce KroucH, Professor of
Arabic Languages, Theological Seminary

UBLICITY, it is said, is the life of trade.

The best merchandise in the world may rot
in the warehouse if the attention of the potential
purchasers is not called to it, while the worst of
materials may find a ready market when put at-
tractively before the public. If you would sell
your goods, you must tell the world what you
have, and how much people need it.

Religion is not for sale. It is not a marketable
commodity. Yet the process of getting it before
the people and persuading them of its benefits
is compared to buying and selling. “Ho, every
one that thirsteth,” cried the prophet. “Come ye,
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without

.

money-and without price.”

Isa. 55:1. The world
must be informed of the benefits of true religion.
You may have in your teachings the very key of
life, but the people are not aware of it. They were
not born with such knowledge and conviction,
and you must tell them by every means in your
power that you have the commodity they most
need. We owe it to mankind to tell them the
truth.

These thoughts are suggested by the publicity,
and lack of it, given to two more or less equally
important meetings held recently in two of the
world’s capitals. There was the Catholic consis-
tory held recently in Rome in which thirty-two
new cardinals were created. The departure of the
four American cardinals-designate, their doings
while in Rome, and their return to the homeland,
were all done in the greatest blaze of publicity ever
seen, The Christian Century, in its issue of Feb-
ruary 27, 1946, complains of this publicity and .
says:

“If it had been Elijah ascending to heaven in the
fiery chariot, the coverage could scarcely have been more
complete or the display more prominent. . . .

“The World Council of Churches is now in session in
Geneva. This is perhaps the most momentous meeting
in history of the non-Roman churches. Very eminent
American delegates are in attendance. Most of them
also left by airplane. Neither their departure from
their several cities nor their arrival in Geneva created
any fever of journalistic excitement. It was neither
expected nor desired. Nor will their return be heralded
by civic displays or banner headlines in the press. That
is all right too. But the event is important and should
have a decent amount of publicity. There should be
some reasonable proportion about these things. What
we object to is such inflated and exaggerated publicity
for Roman Catholic actlvltles as virtually says, This
is the real thing; this i is the significant expression of the
nation’s religion; this is the genuine church.” :

Time magazine had this to say of the Geneva
gathering : “Without any advance headlines, with-
out adequate press facilities, hundreds of clerics
staked out a program to change and improve the
shape of the world. Unlike the splendor of Rome’s
parallel gesture, the Geneva meeting was stark and
austere.”—March 4, 1946, p. 60.

Now, if the churchmen in Geneva were staking
out “a program to change and improve the shape
of the world,” why did they not let the world in
on it by giving it all the publicity possible? You
cannot change the world nor improve it while
keeping it in ignorance of what you are doing.

Was the consistory in Rome a religious cere-
mony primarily? Or was it mainly social? Four
high dignitaries of the Catholic Church were going
to Rome to be made princes of the church, and re-
turning to their country a step higher in the social
ladder of their community, and their fellow coun-
trymen felt elevated in their elevation, and they re-
joiced with them. Was there anything morally up-
lifting, anything that would lead to life on a higher
moral plane in this social advancement? It seems to
us that the whole ceremony, and the publicity given
it, savored of politics more than of religion. We
do not envy the cardinals their advancement in

—Please turn to page 46
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MUSIC OF THE MESSAGE

A Discussion of Ideals, Objectives, and Technique

a—

N e b —

9§ Antics, jesting, and showmanship
spell disaster for Adventists

Mamtalmng a High Musical Standard

URING the month of August I attended two
or three evangelistic services conducted by
evangelists not of our faith. I was partic-

ularly interested in the music, and must admit that
I drew my conclusions as to the tone of their
soul-winning work long before I heard the preach-
ing each evening. Frankly, everything that was
done smacked of the world. Yet everything was
done in the name of Jesus!

The legitimate gospel song has been debased by
many of these gospel song revivalists. There
seems to be a trend in the direction of juke box
rhythm and harmony, with the song leaders ap-

parently striving to create as much exciting emo- °

tional bedlam as possible. I have observed this
trend in the vast majority of tabernacle-church
type of evangelistic services in different parts of
the country. ‘“We must make the people happy !’
“They must.feel at home and shake hands with
* their neighbors!” “Our music must have that
good fellowship swing to it!” As a consequence,
they use tunes that give rise to rhythmic impulse
rather than a sincere desire to be drawn by the
cords of the Saviour’s love.

Such a pathet1c concept of evangelistic music
has peril in its performance because of the wrong
sentiment which it creates. It most certainly is
not the work of the matchless Christ, who woos
men by the loving influence of His Sp1r1t’ There
is a need for genume gospel songs, but there is no
need for music which definitely borrows its appeal
from the dance floors. Our own singing evange-
lists-and ministerial interns should take heed lest
they imitate these procedures in the evangelism of
the advent message. Too many young men just
out of college, struggling to find ideas which will
enhance their song services, are likely to copy
the song leadership of this popular evangelism of
the world. In this they unwittingly follow in the
footsteps of men who do not measure their work
by the standards of the third angel’s message. The
music of our services places a stamp upon our
whole endeavor. We cannot overestimate its in-
fluence, T

In the aforesaid meetings which I attended this
summer, I found a sense of absurdity stealing over
me during the song service. A brass band played
marches for fifteen minutes, with piano interludes
which were nothing more than snatches from song
hits of the theater. I was impressed that the at-
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By ADRIAN R. M. LAURITZEN, Director,
Department of Music, Union College, Nebraska

mosphere was that of political conventions rather
than religious meetings where our wondrous Christ
was to be preached. When the song leader finally
made his entrance, he used the tactics of an indi~
vidual who does everything in his power to make
a “hit” with the crowd. One did not see Christ.
It is difficult to sense the Saviour’s presence when
the chorister is gesticulating wildly, and at the
same time winking in the direction of an intimate
acquaintance in the audience!

There is no reason why the music of an evange-
listic service should not be good music. And
there is no reason why the song leader should not
keep himself, as well as his work, on a high level
of performance. Antics, shallow and jesting com-
ments, and a general run of irrelevant showman-
ship spell disaster for the entire effort. This fact
cannot be overemphasized. Much of the sincere
gospel music of our whole evangelistic advance
has been sidetracked by an abundant crop of low-
level rhythmic jazz types, and a mania for swoon-
croon singing. Surely the devoted Sankey would
deplore these abuses!

—-Please turn to page 48

Folk Tunes Commandeered

LUTHER sent his stirring religious messages to
the German people on the wings of old folk
tunes with which his countrymen were already
well acquainted. In like manner, some of the early
religious hymn poems prior to and following the
1844 movement found their musical compamons in
the folk tunes of the time.
These songs are simplicity itself; yet their ap-
peal is not one of childishness. They have a di-

_rectness that. gives one the impression of having

already made their acquaintance. It seems hardly
necessary to learn them. They creep into our
musical feeling with so much ease that we almost
feel that they are our own, expressing something
within us which is common to all.

These songs of the early nineteenth century
were of simple harmonic construction. They were
frequently adapted to other purposes than that for
which they were originally designed. This “Amen”
melody is obviously an old {folk song of years be-
fore. It has a haunting beauty which is more or
less characteristic of that type of song. In this
four-part harmonization the original simplicity
and quaintness has been preserved. [Next Page]

. Harorp A, MILLER.




A Seng of a Century Ago

REQUESTS have come for publication of a song

which was used upon several occasions here in
Washington, D.C., during the centenary (1844-
1944) cbservance. We are happy to share it with
those who may desire to make use of it in pro-
grams dealing with our pioneer days.

During the days of the advent movement a cen-
tury ago, when the believers were not only preach-
ing the message but singing it, it was the custom
to close the evening meetings with singing, and
there was a song which they always sang—a quaint
little Amen Song. As they sang it they moved
about, shaking hands with one another in farewell.

We are indebted to Mrs. Myrta Kellogg Lewis
for the preservation of this song. Some years ago,
before the death of her aged mother, Mrs. Jennie
Avars Kellogg, who had often sung this Amen

Song in her young days, Mrs. Lewis transcribed
the words and the music as her ninety-year-old
mother sang in quavering voice, but with clear
memory, the loved song of the long ago. Through
Mrs. Lewis’ courtesy, this century-old song, so
treasured by her, was made available for use at
services commemorating those days when advent
music played such an important part in the spread
of the judgment-hour message.

At the centenary programs, as Adventists of to-
day sang this little song, audiences entered heartily
into the sociable theme and spirit, and followed the
custom of bygone days, shaking hands with one
another in farewell. It lent a touch of 1844 and
helped us better to appreciate the earnest spirit and
blessed fellowship which possessed the hearts of
advent believers in the early days of our church.
It may be successfully used in eny program con-
cerned with those pioneer days. -

STeELLA PARKER PETERSON.

AMEN

Harmonized by
Harold A. Miller
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Advance on All Fronts!

VERY great church movement of history,
E after passing the time of its founding struggle

and initial spread, has ultimately settled
back into pastoring its parishioners, building at-
tractive church buildings, beautifying its wor-
ship—and lapsing into spiritual lethargy. The
churches have continued to maintain the form,
but without the spirit, having a name to live,
but being spiritually dead. Ewvangelize or perish,
is therefore the law of strong church life and
spiritual growth and continuance. It is the
imperative for survival.

Will we as a movement escape the fate of all
who have gone before us? The answer is ob-
vious: Ouly if and as we keep the evangelistic fives
burning intensely and continuously. The peril of
institutionalism among us is becoming very real
and very grave. The disproportionate emphasis
and effort, with its financial and man power tie-up,
is increasing. We need Iinstitutions, and we
naturally need churches. We should have proper
church homes, well located and: suitable for our
people. But we would stress the fact that all
church buildings are to be destroyed by the level-
ing fires of the last days—Adventist along with
the rest. Redeemed souls alone will leap the abyss
that separates time from eternity, and live on for-
ever. Therefore let us place our major,emphasis
and effort where it will bring the greatest returns
in eternal investment. Let us make material
things secondary. ILet us keep a proportionate
balance. :

Moreover, we shall soon be driven from our
larger churches in the great cities, preparatory
to withdrawing from the smaller ones. The times
of trouble and persecution are before us and are
closer than many of us may think. The high es-
teem in which we may be held in certain quarters,
and the good reputation we may enjoy in some
places, can change overnight.
exceedingly fickle. The cheers and plaudits of the
crowd today can easily become the jeers and
hisses of mob violence overnight. Present friend-
liness of religious leaders can quickly change to
hostility and bitter accusation. We will not long
be popular. We should, of course, seek to allay
all prejudice possible. We should build good will.
We should win as many friends as we can. But
many will ultimately fall away from wus. This
we should never forget.

Meantime the world is perishing without God
and without hope. Maultitudes are dying without
Christ and His gracious salvation. Humanity
is distracted, desperate, and anxious—not knowing
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which way to turn for refuge and security. Crisis
piles upon crisis in the international field. Tur-
moil and viclence rage in the industrial side of the
domestic front. We live in a world of uncertainty
and upheaval—a world that is deteriorating
rapidly.

We have a message from God for this crucial
hour. We can declare the meaning of the times to
mankind. We have a mandate to proclaim it ev-
erywhere and at all times, a mission to perform in
all lands and communities. It is the biggest thing
in the world, and should overshadow all other
projects. It is the sole reason for our existence.

Qur mission is to search out, and then to call out
and prepare a people to leave this world, not to
stay on here in attractive, well-pastored churches,
We are to foster the evangelistic passion, in all its
ministerial and lay phases, and embrace not only
evangelical but medical missionary aspects as well.
We are to encourage our people to scatter out, not
to congregate in large centers. We are to go
everywhere preaching and teaching the message of
God for these last days, and uplifting the Saviour
as the sole hope of the world.

We must instill this evangelistic vision in the
minds and hearts of all our people. We must be-
come the vital, saving force in the world that the
Lord expects us to be. We are to foster the spirit
of the crusader—ever on the conquering march for
Christ, conquering hearts, not holy lands of sacred
shrines, penetrating every stronghold of heathen-
ism, Catholicism, and apostate Protestantism.
That is our business on earth, It is not places or
things at all that are to interest us, but men,
women, and children for whom Christ died. Qurs
is a gigantic rescue of human souls. This is our
supreme and only task. Such a concept will revo-
lautionize the whole course of life.

We need a clarion voice to call us back to our
great commission. We need leaders with clear,
evangelistic world vision and passion—leaders
who have come up through evangelistic and pas-
toral ranks. We need treasurers who are minis-
terial-minded. We need departmental secretaries
whose primary burden is the winning of souls, to
which everything else is subordinate. We need to
hear and heed the call to advance on all fronts.
Every able-bodied man needs to be on the {front
line. Wherever he can get a meeting place and an
audience the Adventist minister should give his
message with power and persuasion. This we
must take to heart if we are to meet the mind of
God. ’ -

Let the home guard be organized to protect and
hold things steady at heme. Let all others be re-
leased, for this is world warfare for Christ. Let



us organize our entire man power, and pool all our
resources for the last great conflict with the forces
of darkness, opposition, and apathy: We need to
pray for a sense of urgency, for a divine intensity
to grip us and impel us ever forward. The days
of greatest evangelistic advance are just before us.
They must be, for the majority of God’s children
are still in Babylon. These we must call out into
the remnant, commandment-keeping company.

Away then, with the defeatist attitude, “It can’t
be done,” and, “The day of large evangelism is
over,” “Let us concentrate on holding our own.”
Nay, the call is Advance on all fronts!

We are merely puttering around with the great
metropolitan centers of earth, barely touching them
with the tips of our fingers. Making little impres-
ston—largely unknown, unheeded, and frustrated
as far as getting the actual ear of the multitudes is
concerned—we need to place in these great cen-
ters men of force and pulpit power who can shake
these mighty cities. They are more than local
problems. The message of God must be declared
to them. We need more holy boldness and faith,
and more daring for God. (No, not more sensa-
tionalism, gaudy tinsel, and theatrical display, but
Sp:rlt—born messages, and wise, broad planning.

We need hundreds of men and women of lesser
experience to compass the smaller places and pene-
trate the dark counties. Our task is utterly beyond
our man power, our financial resources, or our
ability to compass. Divine power alone—apos-
tolic, pentecostal power, coupled with complete
abandonment to a great task—can supply the dy-
‘namic requisite for our great work. For this we
should unitedly seek and continuously pray. We
are on our way out of this old world. Let us plan
accordingly, and take as many with us as we can.
Advance, then, on all fronts 1s the word.

L. E. F.

“Quit You Like Men”

HE bitterest international war of history is

ended. And with it has passed an era. A
bruised and broken world, heartsick and hungry,
which for years has been longing for peace, is to-
day face to face with a period of perplexity and
turmoil unparalleled in all human experience. In
millions of hearts hope is crushed. Despair has
seized the sons of men. Darkness surely covers
the earth today, and gross darkness the people.

A Prayer for Guidance

OD of our fathers and Hope of all ages, to Thee we come in General Confer-
ence assembly. We render unto Thee thanks for Thy manifold mercies of
the past. We entreat Thy manifest presence with us in this present hour.

And we pray for Thy gracious guidance through to the end. In times past Thou
wast the Stay of Thine ancient peaple in the troubled days of the prophets of old.
Thou wast the Refuge and Comfort of Thine early church in times of pagan perse-
cution after the days of the apostles.

Thou wast the Strong Protector when Thy faithful church of the Dark Ages
witnessed in mountain fastnesses and perilous missionary journeys. Thou wast by
the side of those intrepid Reformers who went to the stake for their faith in those
bleak times of cruel apostasy. Thou wast with the founders of Thy remnant church
in those days of disappointment and difficulty, as they wrought out the foundations
of this last message to mankind.

Today, Lord, we stand in the time of gathering darkness ere the final storm.
Lead Thou us on. Grace our assembly with Thy manifest presence. Give us a
vision of Thy will and an understanding of our task. Choose Thou our leaders
for this crucial hour of final witness to the world. Give them the spirit of wisdom
and understanding of Thy will for Thy remnant band. Put into our hearts a fer-
vent lovyalty to Thy truth for this last hour. Clothe us with Thy righteousness,
and fill us with Thy enabling Spirit.

Arm us-for the coming conflict with intensified evil and opposition. Give us
the strength and wisdom and grace to finish our mission and to seek out and pre-
pare Thy children to meet our coming Lord. Be Thou the shining Light behind
every dark circumstance. Guide through earth’s final storm into the calm of
eternal peace, through ages to come in the earth made new. This we ask, with
the forgiveness of all our sins and failures, in the name of Thy dear Son and our
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. .
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But in this hour God’s call to His people is “Arise,
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shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the
Lord is risen upon thee.”

Mankind’s desperate plight lays-upon the church
of God new and enlarging responsibilities. His
remnant people must sense this as never before.
“A great work is to be accomplished,” declares the
messenger of the Lord. “A voice must go forth
to arouse the nations.” And for the accomplish-
ment.of this high purpose we are told that “broader
plans must be laid.”"—Testimonies, volume 35, p.
187. Are we laying them? )

In the annals of history nothing compares with
the plans and preparations made by the Allied
leaders, as World War I1 moved to its final phase.
Think of an armada of more than four thousand
ships carrying five hundred thousand vehicles and
two million men. Imagine pipe lines, twenty of
them, being laid like cables under the English
Channel, and then later extending for hundreds of
miles on the mainland in order to supply the gaso-
line for this mighty moving mechanized army.
Only broad strategic thinking and the keenest co-
operation could make an invasion of such magni-
tude possible.

The plans were enormous. A terse summary of
the naval plans alone required more than eight
hundred typewritten pages, while a complete set,
including the necessary maps, weighed more than
three hundred pounds. And the detailed plans for
the air and ground forces equaled those of the navy.
The scope and complexity of such a program is be-
wildering. But, great as the plans were, there was
something even greater. It was the spirit which
drew the forces of sea, ground, and air into a unity
of purpose, without which such an enterprise
would have failed.

“When you put sea, ground, and air together,”
declared General Eisenhower, “the result you get
is not the sum of their separate powers; you multi-
ply their power rather than add.” What a lesson
is this for the church! We, too, are coming into
the final phase of an even greater war. The “en-
mity” placed so long ago between the deceiver and
the woman, between the devil and the church, has
not slackened through the centuries. Instead, it has
intensified as the devil has gone forth to make war
with the woman and “the remnant of her seed,
which keep the commandments of God, and have
the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

As generals in the army of God, the leaders of
His remnant church need superhuman wisdom.
Like that fought by the liberating armies of recent
months, ours is not a defensive but in every way
an offensive war. Like the apostles in the early
days of the Christian church, we must carry our
cause into the strongholds of the enemy, and by
the power of God make inroads in His lines.

“We are living in a perilous time, and we need
that grace that will make us valiant in fight, turn-
ing to flight the armies of the aliens. . .. Our
warfare is aggressive.”—Ewvangelism, p. 297.

Notice, it is grace that leads the militant hosts of
God in this aggressive warfare. How manifold is
the grace of God! There are occasions when we
need the grace of meekness and forbearance. But
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in hours of crisis we need to do more than stand
still, hoping to see the salvation of the Lord. In-
stead, we must hear the divine command, “Go for-
ward!”

Ground, Sea, and Air Forces

Under the enabling power of the living God,
ours must be an advancing army united in purpose:
and co-ordinated in plans. The air force (radio),
the ground forces (ministers, Bible instructors,
departmental and institutional leaders, ete), and
the sea forces (our foreign missionaries)—all must
move into victory together, each supplementing
the other, as we challenge the citadels of sin in a
tast mighty effort to rescue the sufferers from the
prison house of death.

Nor must there be any spirit of defeatism in the
hosts of God. We are on the eve of victory, and
every moment is precious. These words of General
Eisenhower, uttered at his first staff conference,
are arresting and applicable. He said:

“Defeatism and pessimism will not be tolerated at
this headquarters! Any soldier or officer who cannot
rise above the recognized obstacles and bitter prospects
in store for us has no recourse but to ask for release.
Those who don’t will go home anyway.”

That sounds like an Old Testament order. It
was not the size of the army, but rather the spirit
of the army and its wholehearted consecration to
a purpose, that determined its success in the days
of Gideon. It is ever the same. As the church
moves into her final battle she must be united—
united with God and within herself, There can
be no substitute for unity. No artificial distances
between leaders and subordinates must be permit-
ted to hamper the prospects of victory. In spite
of individual eccentricities, patterns, and tastes,
there must never exist any cleavage, national or
psychological, into which our great enemy can
drive his wedges. .

Unity and consecration are absolute and indis-
pensable conditions to a final, favorable decision on
the fields of conquest. The times demand a clarity
of vision, an unblurred sense of values, and a fully
focused faith. As the church of God moves into
her final battle in the last great struggle of the
ages, she is a liberating army, bringing good tid-
ings of peace. We are not apologists defending a
message, but heralds announcing the best news
ever told to men. Ours is a world-wide responsi-
bility. .

“It is the very essence of all right faith to do the
right thing at the right time.”

“At this time there should be representatives of present
truth in every city, and in the remote parts of the
earth. The whole earth is to be illuminated with the

glory of God’s truth. The light is to shine to all lands
and all peoples.”—Testimonies, vol. 6 D. 24.

What a responsibility! The good news of deliv-
erance from sin must be carried to “all lands and
all peoples,” for every unsaved sinner is in the
prison camp of the enemy. And we have so little
time for the accomplishment of this tremendous
task. Cur days of evangelism are almost over,
Probation soon will close. The angel of mercy is
about to fold his wings and take his flight. But
before that awful moment, the greatest work of all
ages is to be accomplished.



Israel is “My battle axe and weapons of war,”
declared the Lord through the prophet Jeremiah.
And what mighty things He accomplished through
His people when the leaders of Israel were fully
consecrated to Him! When Jehovah passed be-
fore Moses at the beginning of their national his-
tory, He said:

“Behold, I make a covenant: before all thy people I
will do marvels, such as have not been done in all the
earth, nor in any nation : and all the people among which
thou art shall see the work of the Lord: for it is a
terrible thing that I will do with thee.” Ex. 34:10.

Here is a wonderful thing—the God of eternity
entering into a covenant with His people to accom-
plish the tremendous task of overthrowing the
strongholds of iniquity, and bringing a knowledge
of salvation to those who know Him not. It surely
was a “terrible thing” He was about to do, and
He purposes to do a similar work in our time. He
wants to enter into covenant relationship with the
leaders of His remnant church—the Israel of to-
day. If His remmant church today would be His
battle-ax and weapons of war, we must permit His
Spirit to weld us into a unit,

May God make it so. Remember, it is not the
size but the spirit of the army that counts in this
spiritual warfare. The zero hour is striking. The
captain of our salvation calls for advance. Today
is our greatest opportunity. What is our response ?

“The final scenes in the stage are set,

The time, the task, and the men are met,

The world at its worst needs the church at its best,

We're called for this hour! Are we meeting the test?”
R. A. A,

The Future of the Bible Work

RECOGNIZING that there was a time when the

plan of denominational Bible work as a profes-
sion was somewhat in the balance, the question,
“Just what are the prospects now?” deserves a
fair answer by those who have the leadership of its
interests. Here is our reaction: We are sincerely
convinced that there is a growing enthusiasm for
the profession. On every hand we observe care-
fulness in the selection of the proper type of in-
dividual for this work. Conferences continue to
press their requests for Bible instructors, and
young people have discovered the charms of this
ministerial service. A surprising number of stu-
dents still in college continue to inquire about the
prospects of overseas Bible work. The future is
bright.

Whete five years ago an occasional student in
training for Bible work was usually fitted into an
adapted ministerial course, today a number of our
colleges are prepared to offer a specialized train-
ing for young women interested in evangelism.
Student programs, Bible instructor clubs, and sim-
ilar features are promoting the profession in a
most attractive setting. Bible instructors in train-
ing are keeping step with young ministers in prep-
aration. In fact, this new enthusiasm on every
hand has presented a new challenge to them.

The college-trained Bible instructor is primarily
a skillful Bible teacher, and often as efficient as
the minister. She is capable in both public and
personal work. She is also at home in the field of

art, cookery, music, advertising, and commerce. Her
personality has been developed so that she is skilled
in guiding conversation, and in making contacts
for the full acceptance of the message. She is
definitely a church leader—mnot trained to do the
largest share of the work for the church, but rather
to lead the church into service.

Young men preparing for the ministry need
more than an agreeable companion; the profession
calls for ministerial leadership on the part of the
wife as well as the husband. Omne who marries a
minister must become a partner in the profession,
and should be trained in ministerial and evange-
listic responsibility. Our educators are now mind-
ful of these needs, and college courses are provid-
ing more efficiently for the prospective minister’s
wife.

During the last five years especially, the Minis-
terial Association has given close attention to the
development of our field Bible instructors. Help-
ful councils and Bible instructor institutes have
been conducted in many centers. The Association
secretary of the Bible work has become personally
acquainted with our field workers, and a sound
building program has been proceeding. Contact
with evangelistic groups has been promoted to a
point where this leadership has brought guidance
and assurance to the profession. THE MINISTRY
has become the channel for expression as well as
method, and the Bible Instructor section of the
journal has already made its distinctive contribu-
tions not only to Bible instructors but to the minis-
try at large.

Perhaps one of the most encouraging features
of progress is the new consciousness in our church
that the Bible instructor is now more than just the
doorbell-ringer type of worker. Another good
omen is the discovery of the true pattern of her
service, as given us in the Spirit of prophecy, in
place of the confused patterns of former days. The
Bible instructor has been set apart from the mere
church visitor, and the dignity of her professional
skill will mean much to the future. L. C. K.

MR X

Dispensational Error

(Continued from page 12)

another opportunity for salvation; their
nation will be restored, temple service and
sacrifice system restored.

2. Bible teaching on Christ’s second coming.
a. “Voice.” “Shout.” “Trumpet.”
1 Thess. 4:16.
b. “Comes in glory.” All the angels with
Him. Matt, 25:31.
c. “Every eye shall see Him.”

Rev. 1:7.
(See Secret Rapture, pp. 7-10.)

RECOMMENDED READING:

Philip Mauro, The Gospel of the Kingdom (Hamilton
Bros., 1z0 Tremont St., Boston).

Fred J. Peters, The Present Antichrist (Hamilton
Bros., 120 Tremont St., Boston). LC K
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RADIO EVANGELISM IN ACTION
A Discussion of Plans, Methods, and Objectives

Widening the Vistas of Radio

ADIO is no respecter of persons. Rich and
poor alike have unlimited access to the ether
waves. It is the evangelistic medium which

knows no barriers of race, color, creed, rank, or
social standing. The aundience may be made up
from all walks of life.

Every day plans are going forward to improve
this medium of public service. Better facilities for
broadcasting—such as greater wattage and fidelity
—are constantly on the gain. Manufacturers of
radio receivers are experimenting. for better re-
ception. All in all, radio is getting closer to-the
homes of the people every passing day.

Radio is, moreover, the only means of crossing
borders and talking to people without the need of
passport or visa and without censorship. During
the past war nations were able to curb or block all
unwelcome propaganda from enemy countries, ex-
cept the transmitted voices of radio. In peacetime
radio has become the international communicator
of free speech. FEach nation has full freedom to
promote its formulas of culture for the masses.
And as long as the peoples are free to listen,
boundaries do not exist.

We find ourselves commissioned with a message
for a changing world, with a gospel commission
that directs us “into all the world.” And with the
promise that “then shall the.end come,” we realize
that “not time but a tesk™ separates us from the
second coming of Jesus Christ.

"With such a challenge before us we need to be-
stir ourselves and pray for sufficient faith and
courage to lay hold of the forces and agencies
provided for the promised {full-scale offensive.
With us, unconditional surrender to God’s will
must rightly come first, that we may address our-
selves to this great task.

Surely, when we ask God for an enlarged vision
of plans and methods in order to accomplish this
work, we shall not close our eyes to the tremen-
dous opportunities of radio. No one means can
reach so many people in so short a time. The re-
sults depend, of course, not only upon the Holy
Spirit, but on how the radio is used.

Millions listen to the Voice of Prophecy each
week over the 379 stations in the United States
and Canada. Mutual officials feel that this is one
of their best programs of public service. Our re-
lationship with them is very satisfactory. Stations
write in every day requesting our program. Man-
agers praise it as a splendid religious contribution.
This will be the response wherever radio is used
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By PAUL WICKMAN, Secretary,
General Conference Radio Commission

with similar care and preparation. Eternity alone
will reveal the results of cur gospel broadcast in
Inter-America and South America, where 127 out-
lets in Spanish and Portuguese carry the Voice of
Prophecy programs.

Europe is now opening up to us; and soon we
should be broadcasting through powerful trans-
mitters to its various langnage areas. We should
be preparing ourselves for this opportunity. The
day is past when mediocre methods and presenta-
tion will suffice. The technical experts of America
are now in Europe, creating and establishing the
best in radio facilities. Many stations aré owned
by American interests and demand high-grade pro-
grams. Such microphones are open only to the
best productions. In our radio work only the best
program will give us license to broadcast the sec-
ond time. . )

Just recently our Voice of Prophecy transcrip-
tion was auditioned by a representative of a lead-
ing 60,000-watt station on the Continent of Eu-
rope. They have not accepted religious programs
heretofore. As yet we are not on the station. But
our Voice of Prophecy has been welcomed as an
exception because of its character and high stand-
ard of production.

Other denominations are planning on a radio
campaign in the Orient. China’s millions can
never be reached by methods of the past alomne.
One group of religious leaders, calling themselves
the “Far East Broadcasting Company, Inc.” are
openly soliciting funds for the erection of a strong
centraltransmitter in China, with subsidiary ones
in strategic localities. They also plan to Surnish
the peasants with receivers. This new method of
missionary enterprise might well streamline mis-
sion work., As we turn our eyes toward the Orient,
our plans should include evangelism by radio.

Frequency modulation (FM) will no doubt pre-
sent an opportunity to reach a conservative class
of listeners. The channels are open for commer-
cial and noncommercial fields. Since this strato-
sphere type of broadcasting is limited in distance,
it can serve urban centers to advantage. All li-
censes granted are of similar wattage and com-
parable in extent to the average 250-watt standard
broadcasting band. Frequency modulation will
largely be used for good music, since the fidelity
is much better. An orchestra will seem to be
playing in one’s very home when heard rather than
coming from a distance by radio. Voices will be
reproduced more clearly and distinctly.

~—Please turn to page 50




A MORE EFFECTUAL MINISTRY

Efficient Evangelistic Methods and Pastoral Technique

—— —
—

An Intern’s Retrospect.

By Josern C. Hansew, Licensed
Minister, Sequim, Washington

]P)ERMIT me to make a comparison between the
medical and the ministerial intern as to their
-qualifications upon being graduated from school.
Before. the medical student is permitted to -be
graduated, he has completed his requirements 1n
diagnosis, interviews, and observations, in addi-
‘tion to his specialized classwork training. Every
operation and move is done under the guidance of
a skilled physician. When he has completed his
.course he has a working knowledge of the funda-
mentals of surgery and medicine. )
Now, the ministerial student has also finished
the given requirements, but his practical knowl-
edge is limited in his field. When he steps out
of college he finds himself unfitted to a great de-
gree for the responsibilities that are before him.
This can be best explained by the majority of
interns that come back to college on week-end
visits and declare that they were unprepared for
their task. These remarks are not intended to

undermine the training theology students receive.’

I believe that our schools are doing the best they
can in giving a practical training in addition to
the regular classwork, but there are decided limita-
tions. 1 believe it would be profitable for the
worker who has an intern in his charge to realize
the limitations of the intern’s training. Unless
there is intelligent understanding, the intern will
fail to receive the guidance and training he needs
. to prepare him for greater responsibilities.

Before the intern comes into the field, it would
be well for the worker to have a program and
schedule prepared. After twenty-two months of
service, I remember how much this was appreci-
ated when I first came into a district. I had not
been in the locality more than two days—just time
enough to get settled—until the evangelist visited
me and presented me with a schedule for the com-
ing month, Before the month was over, 1 was
given another. This schedule included Sabbath
appointments and some regular meetings during

the week, in addition to the meetings in the large’

effort. A program of that nature gave me a chance
to plan my own work to suit the needs of the
program. It also gave me time for regular and
consistent study.

if the intern has no schedule and program to
follow, he does not know what is expected of him.
Much of his time will be wasted, and little prog-
ress will be made in his development and in the
cause of God. I believe it is the responsibility of
every worker who has an intern in his charge
to have a schedule prepared, and to know what his
helper is doing. This point cannot be overempha-
sized.

When the intern comes into the field, it would

]

be well to explain to him exactly what should be
included on his report, and some of the tmnancial
matters. It was not so many weeks ago that I
learned that I was supposed to place the amount
of the rent subsidy in the expense account of the
monthly report. The secretary-treasurer un-
doubtedly wasted considerable time looking up
each month what I was receiving in rent subsidy
before making out my check. Another item that
would be well to explain is the equipment allow-
ance. I happened to learn of this by reading a
form letter that was sent out from the office, teil-
ing the workers of a new plan in regard to this
matter. This was several months after I had been
in the field. The intern should not be held respon-
sible for learning these things by accident.

After the intern has his schedule and knows
what may be expected of him, it would be well
to have him work at séme project that he may
call his own. It will help him to a great degree
to feel that he is not treated as an inferior. This
does not mean that be should step in and take
an office in the church that could be filled by a
regular member. But if there are several churches
in the district, it would be well to turn one of
the smaller ones over to him, and let him see what
he can do. (It should be understood that he does
not have the last word, of course.) This would
prepare him for greater responsibilities in the fu-
ture in leading out as a district pastor. He would
receive his information and training firsthand,
instead of as the continual onlooker without the
right of expression. The medical intern, for in-
stance, may receive as a project a person afflicted
with appendicitis. He is told to perform the opera-
tion. He does this, and the skilled surgeon is the
observer and adviser. He gains information and
skill through practice. Actual practice and experi-
ence is the best teacher for the young minister.
It is true that he can learn a great deal from ob-
servation, but sooner or later he must put it into
actual practice. Why can this not be done under

" the close guidance of an older experienced worker,

instead of waiting until he is placed in the field
on his own?

While an intern is serving as pastor of a church,
he will also be responsible for the various cam-
paigns of that church. He will have charge of
the prayer meeting, the Week of Prayer service,
church improvements, and the raising of the
money for these improvements. His experience
will be practical and well rounded, and he will also
feel that he is making headway. He will often
find it necessary to go to the worker in charge
for advice and help. This would be done in the
same way as the district pastor would go to his
president and receive counsel.

Possibly there are a number who would contend
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that this would be too great a responsibility to
place on the shoulders of the “young and inexperi-
enced,” “just out of school.” { believe the United
States Army has given the answer to that. For
instance, they take an adolescent who has just com-
pleted his high school education. After a few
months of strenuous training he is sent on a mis-
sion with an airplane at his command that is worth
over thirty thousand dollars, and enough bonibs
on board to blow the average college campits out
of existence. Yet this same lad back in his home
environment is considered too young and inexperi-
enced to pass the collection plate in Sunday school !

Before the intern has left the charge of an ex-
perienced worker, he should know how to perform
certain duties that every minister performs,
namely, conducting a series of prayer meetings;
how to handle a church board meeting and a
business meeting ; and best procedure of conducting
the church election. In addition to that, he should
know the basic organization of every department
in the church, such as the Sabbath school, home
missionary department, and Missionary Volunteer
Society. Here is where the college in a great
degree has not been able to give practical training,
and where the minister in charge can help to sup-
ply the lack. :

Generally speaking, ministers have three agen-
cies in helping them to absorb knowledge. These
are seeing, reading, and hearing. In addition to
the specific duties of the intern, it would be well
for him to take the part of the observer whenever
possible.  When there is a funeral or special meet-
ing of some sort being conducted by his associate,
it would be the duty of the intern to attend. While
I was working in the Olympia district, the pastor
there did not let an opportunity slip by without
inviting me to attend and help out in the different
meetings throughout the district.
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Evangelism is one of the most important phases
of the intern’s work. Being connected with a large
city effort is a privilege that every ministerial

Ilustrating the Two Covenanis

By Roeert F. CorrEelA, Licensed
Minister, Potomac Conference

HE law of God is represented as two tables of

stone being associated with the old covenant.
The new covenant is associated with the heart.
The tables of stone and the tables of the heart are
hung on opposite standards on the outside. . Be-
tween them are progressively placed distinguish-
ing tabs. When the climax is reached, the small
tables, representing the law of God, are placed in

" the heart.

Thus in the old covenant the law of God was
on tables of stone, whereas in the new covenant
the law of God is in the tables of the heart. The
new covenant does not displace the law of God
but merely replaces the tables of stone with the
tables of the heart, and the law of God remains.
The materials used are as follows:

2 pieces 3-ply %47 fir, 20”7 x 48”7

2 pieces 3-ply %47 fir, 12”7 x 24"

5 removable pin hinges

6 pieces strap metal, %" x ¥»” x 87
14 pieces 3-ply 4”7 fir, 8 x 25”

2 pieces 3-ply 47 fir, 4”7 x 25"

Use same standards as two laws,
Use same law of God as two laws.

ConstrUCTION.—The tabs are made in the same

manner as in the two laws. The heart is cut out-

of two pieces of plywood 207 x 48" and held to-
gether by three removable pin hinges. The small
law of God in the form of two tables is cut out of
two pieces of plywood 12” x 24”. These two tables
are connected by two hinges.




graduate looks forward to with great anticipation.
flere he may have the privilege of observing
every move of the evangelist. He also has the
privilege of visiting in the homes of the people
and helping them to make their decisions. I would
like to point out here that the greatest help the
evangelist can be to the intern is to help him un~
derstand the importance of personal evangelism.
If this is accomplished, much has been gained in
the results of the effort and in the development of
the intern.

Before the campaign is completed, the intern
should- have received enough. personal help so that
he can organize, budget, and conduct a small ef-
fort of his own. As a rule the theology student
has received training along that line, but it would
be well for the evangelist to be sure the intern
knows what he needs to know in that respect.

Whatever the duties of the intern are, whether
working with young people, renovating churches,
or doing personal evangelism, his capabilities
should be exploited to the limit. This will help
maintain the keen edge of enthusiasm that he
had when coming into the field.

Civic Gathering as Campaign Aid
By F. E. TrompsonN, Pastor,
First Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota

BECAUSE of the continuous crime wave that
has swept on after the close of the war, and
seems to be growing in magnitude, the Hon. Ed-

-ward J. Thye, governor of Minnesota, requested

the various religious bodies of the State to exert
all their influence to develop respect for the law.
The governor designated Janwmary 13, 1946, as
Law-Observance Sunday. The idea was well re-
ceived by the leaders of the several religious
groups—Catholics, Protestants, and Jews, Inter-
denominational organizations, church federations,
good-will meetings, and ministerial associations
held councils, rallies, and fellowship meetings to
promote the idea and develop plans.

The mayor of Minneapolis, Hubert H. Hum-
phrey, appointed a special law-enforcement com-
mittee and enlisted the co-operation of the police
department. Thus civic officers met with the re-
ligious leaders to study plans for. developing re-
spect for law. As the studies progressed during
these discussions, little by little—shyly at first, and
then quite boldly—men began to champion respect
for the law of God. Finally, the general conclu-
sion was reached that the religious aspect of re-
spect for civic law could only be reached through
teaching respect for divine law. It was one of these
interdenominational gatherings of leading ministers
and city authorities that M. K. Eckenroth attended
during the discussion of how to secure respect for
the law of God. -~

It looked like an opening provided by Provi-
dence. Here were religious leaders, many of whom
were fighting Adventists openly from their pulpits,
or giving encouragement to those who were op-
posing us because we were teaching the binding
claims of the Ten Commandments, actually blaming
the crime wave on lack of respect for God’s law.

They were planning to make respect for God’s law
the theme of their pulpits on Law-Observance
Sunday. Could any evangelist overlook such a
providentially provided opportunity to agree with
his adversaries ? . .

When Elder Eckenroth’s turn came, he ad-
dressed the moderator and the civic officials pres-
ent, explaining that the work which these minis-
tering brethren were now planning to do was the
“very work which Seventh-day Adventists have
been seeking to do.” Then he invited the mayor,
the chief of police, and the chairman of the Iaw-
enforcement committee to take part in the Proph-
ecy Speaks program at the Lyceum Theater on a
Sunday evening in December. The invitation was
accepted, and all three came. They were highly
enthusiastic about the plan. They co-operated in
getting some fine preparatory publicity, and
planned to have newspaper editorial writers pres-
ent for a newsstory and also press photographers.

Nearly two thousand people ignored the falling
snow and filled the main floor of the Lyceum and
the first balcony. Elder Eckenroth spoke for fif-
teen minutes, covering the sacredness, the perpe-
tuity of the moral law, the respective fields of
church and state, and the Christian’s proper rela-
tionship to civil government, - His remarks were
well received. Each of the visiting speakers gave
an excellent address, deploring the breakdown of
the home, the neglect of children, the lack of pa-
rental affection, and the almost total disrespect for
taw. It was not a political rally. It was the cry
of thinking men who realized the impotency of
government to enforce obedience to law without
first teaching a respect for the principles of divine
law. It was a public confession that government
is dependent upon God.

The stage setting was impressive. A fan, placed
behind a curtain, kept the American flag floating
in the breeze as the great audience sang the na-
tional anthem. The large robed choir gave several
excellent renditions of popular patriotic songs. All
pronounced the service a success, a builder of good
will, a booster of good government, and one that
promoted respect for the law of God.

Leading Out in Husband’s Absence

By Juantra Grazmam Hoovoe, Minister’'s
Wife, Fredericksburg, Virginia

THERE are times when a pastor must be away

from his church. Duties elsewhere, business
trips, visits to other churches, or other circum-
stances may call him away at any time, or illness
may overtake him now and then. When such an
absence occurs at the time of prayer meeting, one
of two things happens: someone else fills the
gap, or else prayer meeting is omitted.

My first experience with this situation occurred
a year ago last summer when my husband was
away from home helping to pitch camp for camp
meeting. On Tuesday 1 happened to call on a
dear old sister, a member of our little church,
and she asked me what we were going to do about
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prayer meeting the next night. 1 told her we
would just have to drop it out that-week. The
poor soul dearly loved the prayer meeting and
asked me why I did not take charge.
seemed to be an easy question to answer, for I
knew I could not do it. I told her so, and left
her feeling very sad.

At that time I was systematically reading
Christ’s Object Lessons. The next morning the
reading seemed to be especially beautiful, and as
I read I thought how much our members would
enjoy it. Then the idea came to me—why not
call our group together for prayer meeting and
give them a little talk covering the ideas in that
particular chapter and perhaps read them a few
of the choicest paragraphs? As I read 1 thought
of something I had read from another source
that would add an extra illustration or two. Need-
less to say, I had a very busy day getting my
talk in shape, making arrangements for the
meeting in the home of one of our members, and
notifying everyone that there would be a meeting
after all. QOur group was quite scattered, so 1
had to go around with the car and bring them
to meeting, conduct the meeting, and then take
them all home again.

The experience proved a blessing to me and
taught me a number of things. I learned that
I obtained far more by preparing a study to give
to others than by merely reading for my own
spiritual uplift. Also I found out that as long as
I had access to a volume of the Spirit of prophecy,
T could always find suitable material for a de-
votional talk which would prove a blessing to our
people. Furthermore, to my great joy, I found
out how much our people appreciate the effort
put forth to bring them something of this nature,
and the happiness to be found in serving instead
of always being served. .

Since that memorable day I have had charge of
many prayer meetings, and some Sunday night
Bible studies. Although there is much room for
improvement, my recent theme has been the sanc-
tuary. I used S. N. Haskell’s book, The Cross and
Its Shadow, covering a chapter at a time. From
each chapter I drew my framework for a -talk,
and then completed it with helps from the Spirit
of prophecy, experiences from everyday life,
news. of the day, etc. TFor example, I happened
to be talking on the Passover immediately after
the atomic bombs were dropped. 1 brought the
Passover lesson up to date with a striking news-
paper headline about the Japanese cities that were
warned. I brought out the point that had these
people left their cities, they would have been
saved. For my appeal I used Revelation 18:4,
where we are told to come out of Babylon so as
not to receive of her plagues.

Simple things are best. Once I even used
rostrum chairs to illustrate supports of the Sab-
bath bridge, and that illustration was enjoyed
more than any other I have ever given.

Some of my best inspirations cotne to me while
I am talking. However, most of us cannot depend

—Please turn to page 48
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Sources for Press Material

By A. D. Fowrer, Church Press
Secretary, Vallejo, California

HE work of the church press secretary is in-

teresting, even fascinating at times. The local
newspapers here are not willing to print sermons,
although they have printed extracts. So, in cast-
ing about for other sources of church news, I
found thrilling stories being read in the Sabbath
school each week, and began to realize that we as
a denomination maintain a considerable corps of
news correspondents—our missionaries, teachers,
division leaders, colporteurs, etc., who -send in
wonderful stories of the triumphs of the cross in
every land.

These accounts appear in the Sabbath School
Missions Quarterly, the Review and Herald, and
other church papers, and often form part of the
program at Sabbath services, especially in the Sab-
bath school. I have found it easy to get such
stories into the newspapers.

In the center of a recent report from Ethiopia,
read at Sabbath school, was the statement that the
emperor had given a site for our mission school.
And that was news. So the first sentence in my
report to the newspaper read: “Emperor Haile
Selassie gave the site for a new Seventh-day Ad-
ventist mission school for boys of Ethiopia, ac-
cording to . And the editor of the Vallejo
Times-Herald (circulation 20,000) captioned it,
“Haile Selassie Gives Site for Adventist Church
School.” i

Chief XKata Ragoso’s dramatic speech before the
British Royal Commission looking into affairs of
the Solomon Islands, as recorded by N. A. Ferris
in the Missions Quarterly of April, 1945, made
news for our local paper, as did also the story of
Ragoso’s outstanding work in organizing the res-
cue of Allied airmen shot down in his territory.
In addition, the story of Jugha, and how he con-
ducted worship after the rescue of Allied soldiers,
was also printed in detail. )

F. A. Stahl’s experiences among the Indians of
South America make fine newspaper stories. The
naming of the Broken Stone Mission; the Indian
chief who moved his village to the riverbank to
await the promised teacher; Elder Stahl’s defense
to the judge when arrested for converting wild
Indians—why shouldn’t such experiences make
good newspaper stories? :

I find it very convenient to go through old copies
of the Review and Herald, cutting out and filing
away all articles on missions under approptiate
headings. Then, if the mission story read at Sab-
bath school is from lonely Pitcairn Island, Central
Africa, New Guinea, or Patagonia, these files will
generally yield a few sentences or figures of inter-
est to add to the newspaper story.

Axnd so we see how important is the work of the
church press secretary. What is said in Sabbath
school and church service is heard by a compara-
tive few. But when an account of it is printed as
a newspaper story, hundreds and thousands get to
know who Seventh-day Adventists are, and what
they are doing.




ESUS, the Master Teacher, sealed forever in
J the minds of His hearers the great principles
of the kingdom of heaven by illustrating them
with tangible, visible aids. All things about Him
served to illuminate important truths of the gospel.
A few of these illustrations include the sower and
the seed; the sparrows of the air and the flowers
of the fields; the well of refreshing water; the
shepherd and his sheep; a house built on sand;
a house built on rock; the fisherman, his net, and
his catch of all sorts of fish; a piece of money;
sparkling grains of salt in the pathway, trodden
underfoot; a tiny mustard seed; great blocks of
white marble in a temple wall; a loving innocent
child on His knee; the reaper in the harvest
field; the vineyard; the wedding feast, as well as
the funeral procession. All these and more were
used as visual aids in proclaiming the invisible
realities of the gospel.

We will remember that it was Christ who in
flames of glory revealed Himself in the burning
bush and caused Moses to “turn aside, and see,”
and when his attention was thus gained, God’s
message was spoken to him. Abraham’s eyes
were directed toward the myriad stars of heaven
—God’s object lesson to him concerning his
numerous and illustrious posterity.

We remember also that the doom of Babylon,
a world empire, was visibly written in flaming
“neon” letters on the wall of Belshazzar’s palace.
Nor can we forget that God used visible signs in
the sun, moon, and stars in our generation, to
herald the soon coming of Christ.

A serious failing of many visual representations
or charts is that they are proportionately too
small for the auditorium used. Thus the optic
nerve of the viewer is irritated and offended, and
the object of the visual illustration is often lost.
Either the illustration is dwarfed by the speaker’s
size or the speaker is dwarfed by the illustration’s
size. 1 believe the latter to be the desirable goal
of the two. The message must be outstanding and
clear!

Attractive visual illustrations serve in a number

‘of valuable ways. I shall mention four that come

to mind. :

First, they secure better attendance. Through
skillful advertising, emphasis can be directed to
the huge and unusual illustration which will be
used in connection with the lecture of the evening
—one that will make the subject clear and one
never to be forgotten. Unusual devices, like the

‘Composite Device Por

By RUSSELL QU

Memorial Church,

burning bush, will cause many to “turn aside, and
see,” and turning aside fo see, they will hear a
message of God spoken to them. (When the device
here pictured on the millennium was used, the
regular Sunday night attendance was doubled.)

Second, visual aids make lasting impressions.
A sermon, no matter how well constructed and
presented, is presented primarily to the ear and
cannot be retained as readily as one directed to
both the ear and the eye. Is there not also a truth
in the statement, “I’d rather see a sermon than
hear one any day”?

Third, iunterest and attention can be more easily
obtained and held. Especially is this true of a de-
vice which progressively illustrates the sermon in
a chronological way.

Fourth, children, as well as adults, will compre-
hend and enjoy the great truths of the Bible in a
larger measure.

How the Device Is Constructed

The accompanying photographs in black and
white, which illustrate the subject of the millen-
nium, naturally lose much force and life that their
original bright color adds-to the actual device. For
convenience in transportation and handling, the
center background of Satan and the bottomless pit
is formed of three sections of 3/8-inch plywood.
Painted in bright show-card colors, these three
sections extend a little over nine feet in width, and
their extreme height is 5’ 5”.

In constructing the gates I wused lattice,
painted black. The upright pieces were five feet
long and were made from material 1 5/8” wide.
The pieces forming the collapsible X’s were 18"
long, from material 14" wide.  Iron rivets 14”
in diameter, accompanied by washers, were used
in the construction. It is necessary to cut slots
about 4” long in the upright lattice to permit the
X’s to expand or contract. Hinges attached to
the gates were fastened to blocks on the rear of
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raying Binding of Satan

ACKENBUSH, Pastor,
Hyattsville, Maryland

the columns, permitting the gates to be swung
out of sight behind them.

. The lock or “seal” was made from heavy card-
board, painted with bronze paint. It must have
a clasp which operates on a swivel joint, and a
catch with which to lock it. In this case, washers
and a rivet were used to form a swivel joint, and
a wooden drawer knob (34”) was attached to the
main body of the lock, and inserted into a hole
prepared for it in the end of the lock clasp, thus
providing a workable “seal.”

The chain is formed of heavy cardboard links
4%5"” wide and 24” long. They are connected
to one another by 34” wooden drawer knobs
which are attached to the backs of the narrow
links, and inserted through corresponding holes
cut in the ends of the large or full links. This
makes a chain which can be progressively or
chronologically put together link by link by the
speaker, or put together in one piece and stretched
across the device in one act.

To aid in visibility, the links were painted in
white. The words “Sarany Bounp 1,000 YEARS”
(on the narrow links) were painted in red. The
words on the {full-sized links were painted in
black.

The chain can be attached to separate “arms,”
extending from the backs of the columns or
fastened to some other rigid object. Room should
be left for swinging the gates back into their place.

The end posts, which are 5°°8” high, are made
of 3/8” plywood also, and are painted white with
black letters. Narrow strips of wood, grooved
to hold the cardboard blanks, are painted gray
and act as natural stonebreaks in the columns.
The extreme width at the base is 24” and the nar-
rower part is 187 wide.

A plywood flap, 16” square, is hinged to the
bottom and -back of each column, and is braced
by a rigid stick, which is attached by a bolt to
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the rear edge of the flap and similarly attached to
the back of the column about four feet from the

floor. The flap thus forms a foot, or support,
causing the column to stand upright and also
providing a place where weights can be placed to
make the device firm and secure.

The over-all width of the complete device is
about thirteen feet.

How the Device Is Used

At the beginning of the lecture on the millen-
nium, all wording on the two end columns is
covered by cardboard “blanks” which fit into nar-
row strips of wood which form the intersections of
the individual blocks in the columns. As soon
as a doctrinal point is Scripturally established,
the cardboard “blank™ is slipped out, leaving a
record on the post, of the thought just presented.

Beginning at the bottom of the column on the
left, which contains events connected with the
beginning of the millennium, each point is progres-
sively explained until the top of the first column
is reached and the fifth card is removed. When
the wording “Satan Bound” is revealed, the huge
chain is stretched from the left side across Satan
and the “bottomless pit,” and fastened on the right
side. Since the Bible text expresses the thought
that he is to be shut up as well as bound, the fold-
ing gates are pulled from either side, and the
imprisonment is completed by coupling the gates
together in the center by a large lock symbolizing
the “seal” in his sealing.

Continuing the lecture, we consider the doctrinal
points marking the end of the millennium, con-
tained on.the remaining post, again beginning
at the bottom of the column and working toward
the top. When the point “Satan Loosed” is
reached, the “sealing” lock is taken off, the gates
collapsed into their former positions behind the
piers, and the chain is unhooked from its place.
The remaining doctrinal points are explained,
completing the lecture.

L <

€. Epvucarion in health principles was never more
needed than now. . . . It demands the attention
of all who have at heart the well-being of their
fellow men. ... Many transgress the laws of health
through ignorance, and they need instruction. But
the greater number know better than they do. They
need to be impressed with the importance of mak-
ing their knowledge a guide of life—Ministry of
Healing, pp. 125, 126.




HEALTH EVANGELISM

Our Health Message a Part of Onr World Mission

Teaching Health Principles in Bechuanaland

RUE health reform includes all rational
treatment of disease. In its ultimate mean-
ing it must include instruction of the patient

so that he may be intelligent regarding the causes
and effects of various habits of living and eating.
Obviously a well-balanced diet is necessary to pre-
vent malnutrition. This implies a sufficient
variety to ensure adequate proteins, minerals,
and vitamins., Lack of balance is the primary
weakness in the dietary of the natives of Southern
Africa.

It has been my experience that our health mes-
sage, when adapted to the needs of the natives
of Bechuanaland, for example, is as greatly needed,
and proves as great a blessing to them as to any
group of people anywhere.

Even in the years of plenteous rains and good
crops, we see numerous cases of the various
avitaminoses, most of them borderline, but many
of them well across the border. The common
excuse or explanation given almost univérsally
when one asks about certain dietetic errors is that
it is not their custom to eat fruits and vegetables;
or simply, “I'm a Motswana” (a member of the
Bechuana tribe). One hears such excuses so
frequently that they become a bit irritating at
times.

It is difficult to persuade the older natives to
alter their habits of eating, even though they are
shown plainly that their custom is leading them
to sickness which might eventually prove fatal.
Better success is attained with the children
through school influences and contacts. But a
few isolated exceptions among the older people
help us not to lose heart.

There was the case of Setina (Sechuana for
brick). He was a man of about fifty who was
first seen on an oufstation visit to Manyana,
thirty miles away. He complained of sores on his
feet; and exhibited swollen feet that were dry and
scaly, with fissures that were raw and obviously
painful. A superficially considered diagnosis of
epidermophytosis (infection by fungi) was made,
and the patient treated accordingly.

A month later he returned. Through the ex-
pedient of the treatment his feet had been washed
more regularly than usual, so that they were clean
at this examination, but he was obviously worse
than at the previous examination. A careful
examination revealed edema of the feet and ankles,
with typical rash on his feet, ankles, wrists, hands,
and neck, with a red, beefy tongue tip. He com-
plained of pains along the course of the sciatic

By PADL C. BRINGLE, M.D., Director,
Kanye Medicol Mission, South Africa

and ulnar nerves. Inquiry revealed that Setina
was living almost entirely on Kaffir beer.

We had no nicotinic acid or thiamin hydro-
chloride "to give him, but we devised a dietetic
treatment that he could observe. He was in-

structed (1) to discontinue absolutely the use of -

beer; (2) to eat a large handful of fresh momela
(sprouted Kaffir corn) three times daily; (3) to
eat all the fresh foodstuffs he could get, such as
Kaffir melons, “tepe” (p1gweed) wild fruits, etc.

The followmg month, when he was next seen,
the rash had dlsappeared from his neck, wrists,
and ankles, the edema of the feet and legs had en-
tirely disappeared, his tongue appeared normal,
and his neuritic pains were gone. This case was
more dramatic than I could have hoped, and

proved beyond any argument some of the prin-

ciples of what we know as health reform.

THEN there was the case of an old
woman who came to our dispensary one day with
a tired, discouraged outlook, complaining of head-

ache, sleeplessness, pain between the shoulder

blades, heaviness in the left chest, loss of appetite,
an uncomfortable feeling around the waist, and
a slight, pitting edema of the feet and ankles. Her
blood pressure was 178/100. It was found that
she was eating little food but was drinking nine or
ten cups of tea daily.

She was given minute instructions about the
discontinuance of tea, with full explanation of the
reasons as far as she could understand them. She
was given the usual sedative and other treatment,
and asked to return in two or three weeks. On
her return her condition was practically un-
changed, and she appeared to be more discouraged
than ever. She admitted that she had not stopped
the use of tea, and it was obvious that she re-
garded this instruction with some contempt. The
previous iustruction and treatment was repeated
with more emphasis, and she was told to return
within a week.

When she returned, although she was not much
improved, she demanded that we admit her to the
hospital, stating that when she was at home she
could not resist drinking tea when the rest of the
family had it. We consented, and she ate the rather
simple fare served to our native patients. With
rest, abstinence from tea and coffee, and some
sedation, she was remarkably improved within
forty-eight hours, and within a week her blood
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pressure was down to 150/go. She slept well
and was cheerful, and all her symptoms had de-
creased. In the next few weeks she steadily
improved and appeared to be ten years younger.
She was now smiling and happy and full of
courage to return home and carry out the instruc-
tion given in the first place.

Three months later she reappeared with very
much the same attitude and symptoms as at the
first visit. Before she had an opportunity to give
her story, we asked, “And why did you go back
to the use of tea?” With some surprise she
asked, “But who told you that I had done so?”
Again she tried treating herself at home, but
returned, asking to be admitted to the hospital,
with the same results as at the beginning.  She
was warned, however, that her heart could not
stand to be deliberately played with like that,
and that she might insult it once too often.

During her second stay in the hospital another
old woman and an old man came with similar com-
plaints and histories, both of whom responded in
a similar fashion.

We are sometimes tempted to believe that these
natives are possibly more sensitive to such stimuli
as those found in tea and coffee than is the average
Eurcopean. On the other hand, they seem to respond
to treatment more readily. We wonder whether
possibly their inadequate and unbalanced diet may
make them more sensitive, that is, their lack of
vitamins, minerals, and complete proteins. Another
factor may be the comparatively shorter time
during which they have been exposed to these
“European” beverages. This last-mentioned fac-
tor may account for the less ready response of
Europeans to similar treatment. However, a big
factor is that the European patients feel that
their racial “‘superiority” excuses them from “sac-
rificing” habits of living and eating which are
harmful. We have had just as dramatic exper-
iences with European patients who have been
willing to recognize the dangers of their eating
and drinking habits.

BUSHMEN are a nomadic tribe
who live out in the center of the Kalahari Desert.
They have no fixed abode, their “home” heing
some grass and sticks standing a few feet up from
the ground in a semicircle to protect them from
the wind and driving rain—when it rains. In
the summertime they live on birds, eggs, and the
like, which they find in their wanderings, and wild
fruits and melons. In the winter they burn off
the grass and follow the fire to eat the “‘cooked”
reptiles, eggs, birds, etc., which were caught by the
fire.

Although they do not have guns, they are able
to kill large game with their poisoned arrows.
They are remarkable for their ability to follow the
trail of anything—animal, man, or motorcar. The
hunter will trail some buck until he gets near
enough to wound one with a poison arrow. The
- buck does not die immediately, but the hunter
knows about how long it will take. He will go
back and fetch his family and all their belongings,
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following along the trail of the wounded buck.
The animal may not fall for a day or two, but
may be practically dead by the time the hunter
catches up with him, together with his house-
hold.

It does not take long to finish killing the animal,
and then the family feasts on flesh continuously
until it is almost coming out of their nostrils. The
capacity of their stomachs must be tremendous.
After they have eaten all they can hold, the effect
seems to be a kind of hibernation, for they sleep
like people who have had an anesthetic, sometimes
even becoming burned by fire without wakening.

I have yet to see any complaint that would sug-
gest appendicitis in a Bushman, and we have
treated numbers of them, both in and out of hos-
pital. The same is true of the more primitive
Bechuana. But, the first major operation per-
formed in the hospital at Maun after its opening
was an acute catarrhal appendicitis in a native
who had been cook for a FEuropean policeman
for fifteen years, eating the food from his master’s
table. Native schoolteachers, lorry drivers, of-
fice clerks, and others with some education and
more habits of “civilization” are those who are
afflicted with appendicitis. We recently removed
a perforated appendix from a clerk in the magis-
trate’s office. More recently, we had the ac-
currence of seven cases of appendicitis in a class of
thirty-four in the local school.

Refined and milled foods, such as sugar and
white flour, would seem to be mote incriminating
than meat as a dietetic factor in the causation of
appendicitis. On the other hand, we have seen
numerous cases among the natives in which hyper-
tension has responded to substituting milk and
momela for meat. We have also seen several
other cases who refused to give up their meat
after repeated warnings as to the result, go on
to apoplexy and death.

We have felt impelled to heed the warnings,
given in the Spirit of prophecy, not to try to lead
the people faster than they are able to under--
stand, or beyond what they are able to carry out
because of local conditions. . For instance, in the
famine and drought from which Bechuanaland is
suffering at this time, it is impossible to forbid
the use of meat when there is no other protein
available, and almost no other food in some in-
stances. But we find those who have, by improve-
ment in health, given evidence that there are better
things than meat for even Bechuana natives to
eat.

The health message knows no national or tribal
boundaries. The principles involved are universal
and eternal. Our experiences in Bechuanaland
have given added proof that this is true. Our
work for the Master cannot be considered complete
if we neglect to teach these principles.

WO X

Hica STanparps.—“THrE MINISTRY is always read
with a great deal of interest, particularly the Medical
Missionary [Health Evangelism] section. I have always
been impressed with the very high standards that have
been upheld, scientific and otherwise.”—W. H. RoBgrTs,
M.D., House Physician, Rest Haven Sanitarium,
Canada.




Man—God’s Masterpiece

- By Marwyn G. Harvinge, M.D,,
Tustructor in Anatomy, C.M.E., Loma Linda

THE psychologist has taken man and studied

his various mental and physical aspects and
how these in turn govern his actions and his still
much more complicated behavior.

The gross anatomist has studied man from the
angle of organs and structures and tissues dis-
cernible to the human eye. He has noted their
shape and size, consistency and weight.

The histologist has, by means of powerful
microscopes, resolved these same components of
our bodies into their integral units, called cells,
measuring their diameters and determining their
volumes.

The physiologist has determined the functions of
organs, cells, and secretions, as ‘they together
produce physical and mental activity, striving
ever to discover the “why” of their countless nor-
mal and modified functions. i

The chemist in his laboratory has taken the
tissues, the fluids, and the minute cells themselves,
and, as far as knowledge and scientific research
has progressed, determined ‘the exact nature and
formulae of these individual components. He has
gone further and reduced these several compounds
to their elemental forms.

And what, when man is thus reduced, is his
material value and worth? As one answer to
this question we quote F. E. Lawson: “A man
weighing 140 pounds contains enough fat for seven
cakes of soap, carbon for 9,000 pencils, phosphorus
to make 2,200 match heads, magnesium for one
dose of salts, iron to make one medium-sized nail,
sufficient lime to whitewash a chicken coop,
enough sulfur to rid one dog of fleas, and water
to fill a 10-gallon barrel.”

Man is composed of several of the commoner
elements of the earth——oxygen, hydrogen, carbon,
nitrogen, sulfur, phosphorus, sodium, potassium,
calcium, iron, and, in minute quantities, many of
the less common elements, which are, when secured
by complicated chemical procedures, worth about
two dollars, perhaps a little more now, due to
rising prices: (Benjamin Harrow, Textbook of

Biochemistry, pp. 330, 331.) How true is that -

statement, “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return.”

All should pause for a moment and look at man
as he came from the hands of the Creator, for it
is recorded, “The Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life,” and in that instant man became
the most marvelous thing upon the earth. (Gen.
2:7.)

Mass-production factories, chemical industries,
giant engineering concerns, and manufacturers of
precision instruments—all shrink into insig-
nificance when- compared with the human body.
Substances that take weeks and months for their
synthesis, with complicated apparatus and giant
machines covering acres of industrial floor space,
are, by a few microscopic cells within the body,
produced in the fraction of a second. It is no

wonder that when David stopped to consider
himself he exclaimed:
“For Thou didst form my inward parts:
Thou didst cover me in my mother’s womb.
I will give thanks unto Thee; for I am fearfully
and wonderfully made:
Wonderful are Thy works;
And that my soul knoweth right well.
My frame was not hidden from Thee,
When I was made in secret,
And curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the
earth.
Thine eyes did see mine unformed substance;
And in Thy book they were all written,
Even the days that were ordained for me,
When as yet there was none of them.”

Psalms 139:13-16, A.R.V.

A glimpse into the human body will show but
faintly a few of the wonders that it contains.

TrE SkiNn.—The eighteen square feet of skin
covering the body is a complicated organ. Itis a
delicate and sensitive structure, containing thermo-
static mechanisms, controlling to a large extent the
processes that keep one warm and the cooling
systems which help to maintain a . remarkably
constant temperature under many and varying
conditions. The skin itself secretes about one
quart of fluid a day. By means of the sun’s rays
a part of the oil within the sebaceous glands is
converted to complicated vitamin D. )

Luncs.—Difficult as it is to comprehend, the fact
remains that every hour at rest the lungs carry in
and out about 1,500 gallons (6,000 liters) of air,
and this is increased twenty times when an indi-
vidual is engaged in strenuous exercise. The air
passages from the nostrils to the lungs are lined by
tiny cells, each having a fine hairlike process point-
ing outward. These processes have wavelike
motion, similar to a breeze blowing over 4 field
of wheat, and carry the fine particles of debris
outward. The air one breathes is air conditioned
before it reaches the lungs, and the lungs them-
selves are not merely two balloonlike sacs, but
rather a cluster of minute air spaces called air
cells. There are about 750,000,000 such air cells,
having a surface area of over twenty-five times
that of the skin (455 square feet) ! (Best and
Taylor, Physiological Basis of Medical Practice,
PP. 491-495.)

Heart—The average individual has about six
quarts of blood, each drop of which contains about
250,000,000 red cells alone, which circulate around
the body in less than a minute. The wear and tear
on these little cells is such that the body has to
produce 12,000,000 every second, and these are
chiefly manufactured by the marrow within the
bones. It takes 3,200 blood cells lined up end to
end to make one inch.

The heart, beating at the rate of seventy-two
times a minute while one is at rest, forces a quan-
tity of blood equal to all that the body contains,
through itself in about one minute, and this quan-
tity is almost trebled when the individual is work-
ing hard. Tt has been calculated that in a life-
time at least 41,000,000 gallons (150,000 tons) of -
blood are pumped from each ventricle, and
throughout this time there is no rest longer than
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about three fourths of a second. The heart itself
rests almost-two thirds of all the time it is work-
ing, and it has been estimated that in twenty-four
hours this organ does an amount of work equal
to that done by the leg muscles of a man weighing
150 pounds in climbing a mountain 13,000 feet
high.

Kipneys—The kidneys, weighing approx~
imately five ounces each, filter a quantity of blood
equal to all that the body contains (6 quarts)
every eighty minutes, and this is done by means
of two million tiny filters called glomeruli, barely
visible to the naked eye. All but the cells and
protein of the blood is forced through these filters
‘under high pressure, and then all but the waste
products is reabsorbed through tiny tubes, the
total length of which is about forty-five miles,
having a surface area of about sixty square feet,
The kidneys thus eliminate one to two quarts of
waste each day.

Digestive Tract—Why does the sight or smell
of food make the mouth water? Why is it that
the stomach begins to secrete when the food has
scarcely passed between the lips? These activities
are brought about by complex ~psychic, nervous,
and chemical stimulation.

The lining of the stomach contains about 33,
000,000 glands, producing four digestive juices,
which break down the food into its simpler com-
ponents, The twenty-two and one-hali feet of
small intestine are lined by slender processes—in
appearance like velvet, numbering 20,000 to the
square inch—and here again the food is further
digested by the juices coming from the liver and
pancreas, following which it is absorbed by these
tiny processes into the blood stream to supply
the energy which makes it possible for us to live
and move. In the course of a day the gastric
and intestinal secretions amount to from seven to
seven and one-half quarts.

Tue Eve—This verse, found in the book of
Proverbs, is impressive: “The hearing ear, and the
seeing eye, .the Lord hath made even both of
them.” Prov. 20:12.- Those who are interested in
cameras realize how complicated must be the
human lens, for not only is it color corrected,
but within it is the focusing mechanism. Things
can be seen sharply at a distance and also as close
as ten inches in a fraction of a second. The image
is picked up on a film called the retina, which con-
tains a million rods and cones. The varying
shades of light of the image produce impulses
within these cells (rods and cones) which are con-
veyed by one million fibers in each of the optic
nerves to the seeing center of the brain.

Tue Ear.—The outer ear, with its canal, serves
to pick up and convey sound waves to the ear-
drum (tympanic membrane). To this membrane,
on its deep surface, is attached a series of three
delicate bones, or ossicles, which transmit the
vibrations of the eardrum to the inner ear. The
inner ear, enclosed within a bony chamber, is
called the cochlea. This consists of two spiral
chambers, side by side, resembling the shell of a
snail, so small as to be completely filled by one
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or two drops of lymph. Sound carried by the
air to the drum is there transformed into move-
ments of the tiny ossicles, which in turn produce
wavelike movements of the lymph filling the coch-
lea. Agitation of the lymph sets in motion a
delicate membrane (the tectorial membrane)
which lightly impinges on the hairlike processes
of the auditory cells, thus activating the auditory
strings or cords, from where the nerve impulses
thus produced are conveyed to the area of the
brain, where sound is perceived.

A concert piano has about two hundred and
forty strings, and plays through a range of from
seven to seven and a half octaves. Within the
cochlea (inner ear) are twenty-four thousand
strings, with a keyboard of more than one hun-
dred thousand auditory cells, forming this minute
resonating piano, having a range of over twelve
octaves (one deeper and four higher than a stan-
dard piano). “One must imagine the keyboard
and strings of a concert piano reduced about one
hundred million times in order to arrive at the
dimensions of the auditory ‘piano’ in the ear.”
—Frrrz Kagn, Man in Structure and Funciion
(1943), pp. 515-518, 543, 544, 631.

Tae Brain.—Within the confines of the bony
vault called the skull, there resides the action
center of the human body. Here it is that the
stimuli or messages of countless transmitters and
relay stations converge, are sorted, segregated, and
acted upon or filed away for future use. The
average brain weighs but three and one-third
pounds or one fortieth of the body weight. (It
is 70 per cent water!) It is estimated that a
nerve impulse travels at about 155 miles an hour
—making the time of reaction a matter of split
seconds. Much of the brain is occupied by tracts
for the conveying, transmitting, or regulating of
the basic gctivities of life. (/bid.)

There is, however, another area of the brain,

called the cortex, or gray matter, located more -

superficially. It is estimated that it contains about
fifteen billion cells, collected into aggregates or
clusters, called cortical areas. As when early
astronomers of the celestial heavens attempted to
count the gleaming stars, and were forced to
change their estimates on an ever-increasing scale,
s0, too, the microastronomers of the human cortex
first described fifty such cortical areas, but within
a few years they were forced to raise this estimate
to almost five hundred! (/bid.) It is estimated
that the average individual uses but a small
fraction of the mental capacity with which God has
endowed him.

In this portion of the brain resides the function-
ing mind. It is here that consciousness exists and
that one recognizes and enjoys, gathers memories
and experiences, “thinks and feels, speaks and
writes, makes music and paints, dreams and loves
—and suffers.” 1t is here we have life, knowl-
edge, feeling, and enjoyment, and it is here that
we make decisions and worship God. Here dwells
our personality. It is from this center that “the
giant concert which this greatest of all radio sta-
tions, this station of microscopic tubes, antennae,
coils, condensers, and transformers, broadcasts as
thought and feeling to the microcosmos of the cell




body, and as word and deed to the wide world.”—
1bid.

When God made us in His own image and
put within us a mind which could think and make
decisions of its own, He lifted us above the animal
creation. The integration of mind and body is
so perfect and controlled that it is beyond compre-
hension. Truly, the brain which controls the
activities of the physical body is much more com-
plex than is vealized. Take, for example, a
stenographer who sits at a desk, hears words
spoken at a rapid rate, automatically writes them
on a piece of paper, while her pencil is guided by
her eyes, directing and relaying every word
uttered, and all the while her mind is thinking of
what she will do after working hours, or of what
color, material, and design her next dress will be!
Or think of the violinist who plays special music,
his eyes transforming the tiny dots on the music
sheet to actions of his fingers, his ear making
corrections as to tone and pitch, his right hand
balancing the bow, his foot tapping out the rhythm,
the while in the background listening to and watch-
ing his accompanist—and again frequently think-
ing of things far away.

Surely all should read these words which God
spoke to Job, “Hearken unto this, O Job: stand
still, and consider the wondrous works of God.”
Job 37:14. .

It is interesting to notice, as happens so many
times, when someone buys a dog or a cat or a
canary, what care is taken to get instructions re-
garding the care of the pet: feeding it just so many
meals a day, allowing titbits in between meals, and
providing a daily quota of exercise. Does one
put any or every kind of gas and oil into his car,
and is one careless, especially these days, of the
air pressure within the tires? Yet how careless
and wanton is the human family with the bodies
and minds God has given them. TFor, were it not
for the tremendous adaptability of our bodies,
many who today are alive and enjoy a varying
degree of health and strength, would have long
since been buried beneath the sod.

God, in the beginning, right in the first chapter
of Genesis, told man what he should eat. Again
and again throughout the Bible, and through
this church, all have been given instructions as to
what should or should not be eaten. And then
there is that great principle which is so well
known: “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”
1 Cor. 10:31.

in 3 John 2 we read: “Beloved, I wish above
all things that thou mayest prosper and be in
health, even as thy soul prospereth.” With those
- who know the laws of health which regulate their
intricate bodies, “God will not work a miracle

to change natural causes which . . . [they] can
control.”—Mgs. E. G. WHITE, Signs of the Times,
May 8, 1884.

Or again—

“Many have expected that God would keep them
from sickness merely because they have asked Him
to do so. But God did not regard their prayers, be-
cause their faith was not made perfect by works.
God will not work a miracle to keep those from sickness
who have no care for themselves, but are continually

violating the laws of health, and make no effort to
prevent disease. When we do all we can on our part
to have health, then we may expect that the blessed
results will follow, and we can ask God in faith to bless
our efforts for the preservation of health.”—Mzs. E. G.
Wairg, Healthful Living (18g8), p. 236.

Over the radio and in the columns of the news-
paper there are many devilish ways that are sug-
gested by which to gain health—ways that will
permit one to transgress the laws of God and still
have a perfectly operating body!

But should not we who are entrusted with the
greatest message for this time keep our bodies
blameless and in perfect health, that we might,
to the best of our abilities, carry forward the mes-
sage of salvation and of a soon-coming Saviour?’

. Let us ask God for strength, showing our faith

by our actions, and heeding that “still small
voice” which says to us in clear and certain tones, -
“This is the way, walk ye in it.” Let us offer
our bedies and minds to God this day, a “living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is our
reasonable service.” Rom. 12:I.

The Bounties of Heaven (Health Talk)

By Mgrs. Grace StEwart, Bible
Instructor, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

I. INTRODUCTION.

God’s wish for His people is that their

physical health may equal prosperity of their

soul. 3 John 2.

God’s plan for the human body: Body to be
temple of Holy Ghost. 1 Cor. 6:19, 20.
II. TMproRTANCE OF CARE AND PROTECTION OF

Bopy.

“The knowledge that man is to be a temple

for God, a habitation for the revealing of

His glory, should be the highest incentive

to the care and development of our physical

powers. Fearfully and wonderfully has the

Creator wrought the human frame, and He

bids us make it our study, understand its

needs, and act our part in preserving it from
harm and defilement,”—Ministry of Heal-

mng, p. 271,

III. MiracLE Process oF CEANGING Foop INTO

Living Bopy Cgrrs.

1. Blood the current of life. To have full-
ness of life, one must have good blood.
Blood made from food we eat.

2. Every nerve, muscle, and brain tissue
must have adequate supply of food ele-
ments.

3. Blood carries nutrients that repair waste
and nourish body cells.

4. Daily work breaks down body cells.

5. Supplied with proper food elements,
cleansed and vitalized by contact with
pure air, blood carries life and vigor
to every part of system.

IV. Gop’s OrrciNal Pran ror Max’'s Digr.

Counsels on Healih, pp. 114, 115; Ministry

of Healing, p. 296.
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4.

. Nuts, fruits, and grains. Gen. 1:29.
. Vegetables. Gen. 3:18.
. “Fruits, grains, and vegetables, prepared

in a simple way, free from spice and
grease of all kinds, make, with milk or
cream, the most healthful diet.”—Coun-
sels on Health, p. II15.

This diet imparts strength, power of en-
durance, and vigor of intellect.

V. Every Person’s Darry NEED.

I,

Body-buwilding and repair foods (pro-

teins).

a. Only proteins can build and repair the
body.

b. A daily need. Not stored.

¢. Derived mostly from milk, cheese,
eggs, legumes, nuts, gluten.

“Soybeans . . . furnish prot§ins a}nd
valuable fat. They are especially im-
portant to turn to . . . as a substitute for

other foods furnishing protein and fat.
Moreover, the fact that they contain no
starch makes them valuable for invalids
who cannot eat starchy foods."—Food
Thrift Series No. 2, U. S. Department of
Agriculture. (Quoted by Belle Wood-Com-
stock, M.D., in Home Dietitian, p. 46.)

d. A formula by which one may deter-
mine required amount of protein for
twenty-four hours: Divide your nor-
mal weight by 2.2. Quotient is num-
ber of grams of protein you need daily.
Office workers need three fourths of
this amount. (Or allow about one-half
gram per pound of body weight for
daily needs.)

¢. Children need a man’s requirement be-
cause they are building body as well as
repairing it.

f. Dr. A. N. Donaldson defines grams in
“terms of kitchen utensils,” as follows.
(Life and Health, October, 1941.)

Food Quantity Grams af'Protein
Bread 1 slice 3
Cottage cheese 1 tablespoon 4
Milk 1 glass 6
Beans—dried
Peas } 3 tablespoons 6
Lentils .
Cooked cereals 3 tablespoons 4
Egss 1 6
Nut foods Slice one-half inch thick 10
Flesh foods (lean) Average serving 12
Buttermilk 1 glass 7
Peanut butter 1 tablespoon 4
Custard 1 cup 4
Walnuts 12 halves 5
Almonds 15 halves 3
2. Energy foods (carbohydrates, starches
and sugar, fats).
a. Supplied partly by grains—wheat,
brown rice, oatmeal, and other cereals.
Secret of value of wheat found in
thiamin (B:), riboflavin, and niacin.
Wheat loses nearly all its vitamins in
the milling process. Digestion en-
hanced by presence of these vitamins.
.This loss a tragedy. (Paul de Kruif,
Reader’s Digest, January, 1941.)
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b. Also found in fruits and vegetables.
¢. Fats in form of butter, eggs, cream,
olives, etc.
3. Body regulators.
a. Fruits are nature’s medicine.

(1) Citrus fruits rank high in vita-
mins and mineral salts.

(2) Caloric value of fruit lies in car-

- bohydrate content. This is found
as dextrose,

(3) Fruit a natural laxative.

(4) Acid of fruit has a definite favor-
able action upon digestive tract
and is a stimulant to the flow of
gastric and intestinal juices.

b. Vegetables are also valuable.

(1) Rich in mineral salts.

(2) Leafy vegetables furnish excel-
lent proteins, though small in
amount.

(3) Leaf of the plant made largely of
living cells. Part of the plant
that breathes. Laboratory of the
plant, where starches, fats, and
proteins are built up.

(4) Vitamins present in leafy vege-
tables invaluable as article of
diet. (Home Dietitian, pp. 92, 93,

100, 103.)
4. Protective foods (milk, fruit, and leafy
vegetables).
a. Furnish calcium, of which bones are
made. ‘

b, Provide vitamins.

¢. Supply protein of finest quality.

d. Every child should have one quart of

milk daily, and every adult one pint.
VI. Gon’s Invrration 10 His CHILDREN.

“Hearken diligently unto Me, and eat that
which is good, and let your soul delight
itself in fatness,” Isa. 55:2.

SAFETY AND ACCIDENT

PrEVENTION. — “Accidents
CURRENT do not happen; they are
SCIENTIFIC caused! One hundred thou-
COMMENT sand persons killed; nine

million injured; four bil-
lion dollars lost each year
through accidents !” These
words of Dr. W. W. Bauer, director of the Bureau
of Health Education of the American Medical As-
sociation, dramatically opened a discussion of
safety practices. ’

“Experts classify these causes in three major
groups. First is improper attitude, including such
factors as willful disregard of instructions, reck-
lessness, violent temper, absent-mindedness, intent
to injure, nervousness, and excitability. People
get in such mental states more often than we like
to think. The second group of causes consists of
bodily defects.

“Detection and correction of physiologic condi-
tions which cause unsafe acts is certainly not the
function of the lay safety engineer. He must have
the assistance of the medical sciences.




“The mother of the family has to be safety en-
gineer and accident preventionist in the home,”
Dr. Bauer summed up this problem, “and she has
a big job cut out for her! The kitchen especially
should have a big, red danger signal. Broken
glass, upset kettles, matches in the wrong place,
spilled grease on the floor, tumbles from stools—
all do their share to make the kitchen unsafe for
the family. Stairs are dangerous, too. The first
and foremost rules about stairways is to keep them
clear. Then there’s the bathroom, where people
are forever taking serious falls, cutting hands on
broken faucets or being scalded or electrocuted by
some trailing electric cord or appliance. The med-
icine cabinet is a danger spot. So is the toolbox.
Anywhere that rubbish is kept, anywhere that gas
can be turned on, should be regularly inspected.
Even the baby’s bed is dangerous: About one fifth
of the children under five years old who die acci-
dentally are smothered under their own bed-
clothes "—Hygeia, September, 1945, p. 666,

€ SarE CANNING FOR Goop Eatinc.—The follow-
ing lists of “Do’s” and “Do Not’s” will help you
to eliminate the danger of canning explosions and
the disappointment of spoiled foods. Further in-
formation may be obtained by writing to the Bu-
rean of Home Economics, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. The Bu-
reau has published a number of pamphlets on the
subject of home canning, and these are available
at a cost of only a few cents each.

1. Do follow carefully the most recent instruc-
tions for using your equipment. Sterilize all jars,
lids, and rubbers, and keep them hot until they are
used.

2. Do use firm, fresh, crisp vegetables and fruits
which have been washed thoroughly. - Can all
foods as soon as possible after they have been
picked.

3. Do precook foods for a short time before
processing. It helps remove air from the cells,
shrinks the food and makes it easier to pack, and

4. Do process nonacid foods at 239° F. or higher,
preferably under steam pressure. Bacteria spores
are effectively eliminated at high temperatures.

5. Do, before sealing, force the air out of the
jar by running a knife or spatula down along the
inside and pressing toward the center. Seal the
jar only partially during the processing, to allow
for further escape of air.

6. Do, during processing, allow space for the
circulation of air, steam, or water between jars.

7. Do use tongs for transferring jars from one
spot to another. When sealing, hold the jar with
a soft, warm, dry cloth.

8. Do seal jars tightly, in order to prevent the
growth of yeasts and molds.

9. Do store canned foods in a cool, dry, alry
place.

10. Do, before using, boil for fifteen minutes any
nonacid food which was not canned by the pres-
sure-cooker method.

1. Do not put food for canning into chipped or
cracked jars.

2. Do not boil rubbers. The wartime models

-tures of well-known chemicals.

gums. . . .

don’t stand up well under the strain. Scald them
instead.

3. Do not pack jars too tightly.
inch at the top for expansion.

4. Do not use the oven canning method. It
causes about 80 per cent of the canning explosions.
A good canner may be successful with thlS method
for preserving acid fruits only.

3. Do not allow jars to chill too abruptly. They
should be cooled quickly but should not be placed
in drafts or in cold water.

6. Do not use food from a broken jar, even if it
does not seem to have shattered. Small slivers of
glass are hard to detect. It is best to discard the
entire contents of the jar.

7. Do not taste any canned food which has an
unpleasant odor or color. People have been seri-
ously poisoned by botulism when they have tasted,
not swallowed, only a tiny portion of a food con-
taining the toxin.

8. Do not use food from a-jar which 1nd1cates
the formation of gas, fermentation, or-mold, or in
which there are pieces of food which are soft or
which emit an unnatural odor.—Hygeia, Angust,*

10435, p. 599-

€ A Heavray MoutH.—Of all the misleading
statements now offered in drug and cosmetics ad-
vertising; few surpass those offered in behalf of
products sold for use in the mouth. . . . Tooth

Allow one-half

‘pastes and tooth powders aid the toothbrush in

cleansing the accessible surfaces of the teeth. The
tooth pastes and powders which are on the market
today can perform no other useful function, de-
spite the claims made or implied in their advertis-
ing.

The advertising claims for mouthwashes border
on the fantastic, and yet these are only simple mix-
No method has
vet been devised whereby all of any type of bac-
teria may be killed or removed from the mouth
under practical conditions. . . . No mouthwash can
be expected to exert more than a transitory, partial
antiseptic effect.

Toothbrushes are the most important. dental
product sold to the public. They serve to clean
the accessible surfaces of the teeth, and properly
they may aid in the prevention of disease of the
Many people do not use a dentifrice,
since the toothbrush alone, properly used, will suf-
fice to keep the teeth superficially clean. . . . Fre-
quent prophylactic cleansing by the dentists is
much more thorough and is essential to oral
health. Dental floss or tape, used properly,
enables the user to clean parts of his mouth which
are not reached by the toothbrush, by simply run-
ning the floss between the teeth. Dental floss,
tape, and toothpicks can cause serious harm if they
are improperly used—Hygeta, August, 1945, p
590.

R OR R

€ “Don’t allow yesterday’s mistakes to bankrupt
tomorrow’s efforts.”
PAGE 34
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THE PULPIT AND THE STUDY

Biblical Exposition and Homiletic Helps

-

——

The “Sixth Hour” in Jobn 19:14

By Roeert Lo Opom, Editor
of “Ouj Times,” Nashuville, Tennessee

S SHOWN in a former discussion* on the
Jewish division of the day into hours in
New Testament times, the Gospel writers

generally employ the Jewish usage of dividing the
daylight (sunrise to sunset) portion of the day
into twelve hours. But in one case another mode
of reckoning time appears to have been employed.
Reference to the sixth hour in John 19:14 has been
a puzzle to Bible students.

The only other instance in which John makes
reference to the sixth hour is in John 4:6, where
he states that “it was about the sixth hour” that
Jesus stopped at the well of Samaria when on His
way to Galilee. Here the apostle was obviously
using the Jewish reckoning of the hours of the day.
The Spirit of prophecy has this comment: “On
the way to Galilee Jesus passed through Samaria.
It was noon when He reached the beautiful Vale
of Shechem. At the opening of this valley was
Jacob’s well. Wearied with His journey, He sat
down here to rest while His disciples went to buy
food.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 183.

In accordance with this general use of the Jew-
1sh mode, John’s references in John 4:52, 53 to

“the seventh hour,” and in John 1:39 to “the tenth
hour” undoubtedly mean about one o’clock and
four o'clock in the afternoon respectively.

But the reference to “the sixth hour” in John
19:14 cannot be interpreted according to Jewish
usage, unless we assume that there is an error in
the Greek text. Were it to mean the sixth hour
according to the current Jewish mode of counting
the hours, then the sentencing of Jesus by Pontius
Pilate would have been at noon of the day of His
crucifixion. This does not agree with the state-
ment of Mark that His crucifixion took place at
“the third bour” (Mark 15:25), which would be
about nine o’clock in the morning.

Furthermore, John specifically states that Jesus’
appearance before the Roman governor took place
at an early hour. He says: “Then led they Jesus
from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it
was early.” John 18:28. And the messenger of
the Lord plainly states that Pilate was nettled be-
cause “he had been called from his repose at so
early an hour.”—Ibid., p. 723. This shows that
Pilate was still in bed, and that this case of prose-
cution was brought to him much earlier than was
customary in criminal proceedings there.

A study of the chronology of the crucifixion day
events also confirms this conclusion that Jesus’ trial

* April Min1sTRY, page 8.
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_Jesus was to die.

——

before Pilate was early in the morning. The apos-
tle John himself states that the mob that arrested
the Saviour carried “lanterns and torches” (John
18:3), which shows that He was apprehended in
the night. In Mrs, White’s description of how
Christ was taken by the mob to the house of Annas
for the preliminary trial, she says, “It was past
midnight.”—Ibid., p. 6¢8.

When Jesus was taken from Annas to Caiaphas
for the formal trial, “it was now early morning,
and very dark” and “by the light of torches and
lanterns the armed band with their prisoner pro-
ceeded to the high priest’s palace.”—/bid., p. 703.

The Sanhedrin then assembled, and pronounced
Jesus worthy of death. “The Sanhedrin had pro-
nounced Jesus worthy of death; but it was con-
trary to the Jewish law to try a prisoner by night.
In legal condemnation nothing could be done ex-
cept in the light of day and before a full session of
the council.”—Ibid, p. 710. While they were wait-
ing for day to break, in order to condemn Him
legally, Jesus was removed to a guardroom to
await His legal trial at daybreak. All this took
place when “it was the coldest hour of the night,
being just before the dawn.”—Ibid.

At daybreak the Sanhedrin reassembled for legal
condemnation of Jesus, which must have taken but
a few minutes. “As soon as it was day, the San-
hedrin again assembled, and again Jesus was
brought before the council. . . . And so by the
third condemnation of the Jewish authorities,
All that was now necessary,
they thought, was for the Romans to ratify this
condemnation, and deliver Him into their hands.”
—Ibid., p. 714. This agrees perfectly with Luke’s
assertion that this took place “as~soon as it was
day.” Luke 22:66. Matthew says that this was
done “when the morning was come.” Matt. 27:1.
And Mark simply mentions that it was “straight-
way in the morning.” Mark 15:1.
springtime, the legal condemnation of Jesus by the
Sanhedrin at the break of day probably occurred
about five o’clock.

The Gospel writers indicate that Jesus was taken
immediately to Pilate’s judgment hall for his rati-
fication of the Sanhedrin’s sentence, John partic-
ularly states the time of day thus: “Then led they
Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment:
and it was early.” John 18:28. Mrs. White con-
curs by saying:

“After condemning Jesus, the council of the Sanhedrin
had come to Pilate to have the sentence confirmed and
executed. . . . The Roman governor had been called from
his bedchamber in haste, and he determined to do his
work as qulckly as p0831b1e He was prepared to deal
with the prisoner with magisterial severity. Assuming
his severest expresswn, he turned to see what kind of
man he had to examine, that he had been called from his
repose at so early an hour —Ibid. p. 723.

As it was then




Sixth Hour According to Roman Usage

The trial of Jesus before Pilate probably began
about five-thirty in the morning. That “sixth
hour” referred to in John 19:14 was doubtless the
time of day according to Roman usage, which
reckoned the day from midnight to midnight. The
sixth hour, then, extended from about six to seven
o’clock in the morning. Since John says that it
was “about the sixth hour,” the culminating point
of the Lord’s trial before Pilate probably came
shortly before seven o’clock in the morning.

During the next two hours the Lord and the two
thieves were taken to Calvary, and the prepara-
tions for their execution were made there. “It
was the third hour” (Mark 15:25), or nine o'clock
in the morning (Jewish reckoning), that the cross
of the Saviour was lifted and thrust into the hole
dug for it. ] )

Therefore, we would conclude that in the one in-
stance in John 19:14 the apostle used the Roman
method of reckoning the hours from midnight.
Matthew Henry remarks:

“He was brought before Pilate about the sixth hour,
John xix. 14, according to the Roman way of reckoning,
which John useth, with which ours at this day agrees,
that is, at six o’clock in the morning; and then at the
third hour, according to the Jews’ way of reckoning, that
is, about nine of the clock in the morning, or soon after,
they nailed Him to the cross. Dr. Lightfoot thinks the
third hour is here mentioned, to intimate an aggravation
of the wickedness of the priests, that they were here
prosecuting Christ to the death, though it was after the
third hour, when they ought to have been attending the
service of the temple.—Maitthew Henry's Commentary
(comment on Mark 15:25).

J. G. Butler presents this observation:

“Augustus’ rescript to the governors of provinces, pre-
served by Josephus, shows that the whole of the day was
called the preparation, consequently the evangelist wrote
accurately when he tells us it was the preparation, and
about the sixth hour. He means the Roman sixth hour,
or our six o'clock in the morning, answering to the first
Jewish hour, when Pilate brought Jesus out on the pave-
ment.”—J. G, BurrLkr, The Bible Work (1888), p. 538,
col. 1,

Another commentary makes this statement:

“In this place it is admitted that the date of noon can-
not be brought into harmony with the dates of St. Mark
(xv.25). But if we suppose that the time approximately
described was about six-thirty in the morning, it is not
difficult to fit in all the events of the trial."—The Holy
Bible With an Explanatory and Critical Commentary (by
the bishops and other clergy of the Anglican Church),
New Testament, vol. 2, p. 282, col. z.

Did the Romans in the first century of the Chris-
tian Era reckon their day from midnight to mid-
night? They did.

Marcus Varro, a great Roman scholar who lived
between 116 and 27 B.c., is quoted by Aulus Gellius
(born about'u.p. 130) as saying that it was then
the practice of the Romans to reckon the day from
midnight to midnight. “Marcus Varro, in that
book of his Human Antiquities which he wrote On
Days, says, ‘Persons who are born during the
twenty-four hours between one midnight and the
next midnight are considered to have been born on
one and the same day.”—AvuLus GeLrius, Atéic
Nights, book 3, chap. 2. This passage clearly
shows, therefore, that in the first century s.c. the
Romans reckoned the day from midnight to mid-
night, and that at that early date they were divid-

ing the day into twenty-four hours. In addition,
Aulus Gellius remarks:

“However, Varro also wrote in that same book that
the Athenians reckon differently, and that they regard all
the intervening time from one sunset to the next as one
single day. That the Babylonians still counted differ-
ently : for they called by the name of one day the whole
space of time between sunrise and the beginning of the
next sunrise, but that in the land of Umbria many said
that from midday to the following midday was one and
the same day. . .. But it is shown by abundant evidence
that the Roman people, as Varro said, reckoned each
day from midnight to the next midnight.”—Ibid.

Pliny the Elder, the Roman naturalist who per-
ished as a result of the eruption of Mount Vesu-
vius in A.p. 79, was probably repeating what he
had read in Marcus Varro’s work when he wrote :

“The actual period of the day has been differently
kept by different people. The Babylonians count the
period between two sunrises, the Athenians that between
two sunsets, the Umbrians from midday to midday, the
common people everywhere from dawn to dark, the
Roman priests and the authorities who fixed the official
day, and also the Egyptians and Hipparchus, the period
from midnight to midnight.,”—Priny THE EvbEr, Natural
History, book 2, chap. 79.

Hipparchus, the Greek astronomer in Alexan-
dria, Egypt, lived about 160 to 125 B.C., which was
earlier than Varro’s lifetime.

Note particularly that Pliny says “the Roman
priests and the authorities who fixed the official
day” were the ones who reckoned the day from
midnight to midnight. Pliny was born about A.p.
23, and was therefore a contemporary of the apos-
tles. Thus his testimony shows that in apostolic
times the Romans were reckoning the official day
irom midnight to midnight,

Plutarch, a noted Greek writer (who was born
about A.p. 46 and died about the year 120), was a
contemporary of the apostle John. Te tells why
the Romans preferred to begin their day at mid-
night instead of sunrise or sunset. The hour of
sunrise and of sunset varies considerably through-
out the year, whereas midnight appears to be a
more fixed point from which to reckon time. So
in a treatise of questions and answers on Roman
customs, Plutarch wrote:

“Question 84. Why do they take the beginning of the
day from midnight? -

“Solution. . . , Whereas it is hard to take the beginning
of the day from the rising and setting of the sun, by
reason of the aforementioned absurdities, it remains to
take the zenith and the nadir for the beginning. The
last is best, for the Sun’s course from noon is by way of
declination from us; but from midnight he takes his
course towards, as sunrising comes on.”—PLuTarcCH,
The Roman Questions.

Paulus, the Roman jurist who lived in the latter
part of the second and in the early part.of the third
century, wrote a book O#n Sabinus, in which he
said, “In accordance with the Roman custom, the
day begins at midnight, and ends in the middle of

- the following night.”—Paurus, On Sabinus, book

13, quoted in Digests of Justinian, book 2, tit. 12,
chap. 8. See Corpus Juris Civilis, vol. 1, p. 78.

LI

4 THEN let no line be drawn between the genuine
medical missionary work and the gospel ministry.
—Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 291,
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The Foursquare Gospel, Romans 1:16
(Sermon Outline)

By F. F. Scawinort, Evangelist,
Southeastern California Conference

I. INTRODUCTION
1. The Bible recognizes only “ome gospel.”
Gal. 1:7, 0.
2, It is the gospel according to the Scriptures.
1 Cor. 15:1-4.

I1. TuEe FoursQuARE GOSPEL

1. Saved by grace. Titus 2:11; Rom. 5:17,
12; Eph. 2:8.

2, Saved by the blood of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter
1:18, 19; Heb. 9:19; 1 Cor. 6:20.

3. Saved through faith. Acts 16:31; 10:43;
Rom. 3:28.

4. Saved by the works of faith. James 2:24-
26; Matt. 7:16-20; 25 :34-45.

1I1. ApPEAL

1. Some are building upon the sands of hu-
man traditions. Matt. 7:24-27.

2. There is no other foundation that will
stand. 1 Cor. 3:11; 2 Tim. 2:19.

3. It is the foundation of the apostles and the
prophets. Eph. 2:20; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17.

4. Are you building upon this eternal, four-
square gospel ?

O R

€ THERE is an intimate relation between the mind
and the body, and in order to reach a high stand-
ard of moral and intellectual attainment, the laws
that control our physical being must be heeded.
To secure a strong, well-balanced character, both
the mental and the physical powers must be exer-
cized and developed. What study can be more im-
portant for the young than that which treats of this
wonderful organism that God has committed to us,
and of the laws by which it may be preserved in
health P—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 601.

THE LARGER OUTLOOK
Principles, Perils, and Developments

The Challenge of the Sightless

By D. D. Regrs, Editor-Manager, Christion
Record Benevolent Assu., Lincoln, Nebraska

HE veil of darkness hangs heavy over the eyes

of more than 200,000 people of the United
States, for they are blind, The sun rises and sets,
but they see it not. The flowers bloom, but destiny
has sealed their eyes. Their loved ones come and
go; they can never see their smiling faces. Yet
these people, these folk who must spend their lives
in Egyptian darkness, are not a disheartened
people. They do not spend their time in bemoan-
ing their fate or giving themselves over to con-
stant contemplation of their affliction.

True, they sit at life’s shut gate; they cannot
enter. Yet the mind cannot be imprisoned. Hope
may bring no healing of physical wounds, but
he whose heart and mind are inspired with love
and friendship, with aspiration and noble effort,
may know all that is worth while in this life.

The blind are a thinking people. Their eyes are
closed to a thousand and one things that distract
the minds of seeing people, and they live largely
to themselves, undisturbed in thought. The more
I know of the blind of our country, the more I
respect and honor them.

The blind are a religious people. They are
remarkably interested in the divine Word, and seek
eagerly for literature that quotes largely from
the Bible. This is true because comparatively few
blind people own their own Bibles. Nevertheless,
they do have a wide knowledge of the Scriptures,
for what they hear they retain in a tenacious
memory. We in the Christian Record Association
are striving to reach the greatest number possible
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of these unfortunate people-with our four embossed
magazines, our large free circulating library, and
the Braille Voice of Prophecy Bible lessons,

We are happy to know that this work is ap-
preciated. Thousands of blind people all over
the United States are getting their religious in-
struction .from the flow of literature that is con-
stantly issuing from the Christian Record office.
Many of these people have been reading this litera-
ture for years. They are interested in all we print.
Many have embraced the truth that is so dear to
us, and in turn to them. Many more are waiting
the contact of the living ministry. We believe
here is a wonderful and fruitful field for our evan-
gelists. In every community, in every city, there
are large numbers of blind people. This is espe-
cially true just now, when blinded veterans in large
numbers are returning to their homes.

What shall we do for these people? They
must have more than mere Braille literature.
They must have the touch of loving service from
the living minister. What finer missionary work,
and what more fruitful effort, than for every
minister in this summer’s services to make a
special effort to reach all the blind of his com-
munity? This is work that the church will enter
willingly and eagerly. Special effort could be
made to inform the blind of the meetings, and the
church could be organized to bring these people
to the services, and return them to their homes.
A meeting now and then, advertised as a special
service for sightless people, would, we believe,
result in bringing out large numbers of them,
and a more appreciative audience could not be
had. It is my sincere conviction that an effort
like this would result in bringing hundreds of
good honest blind people into the message.

A program like this would result in furnishing
the Christian Record with thousands of names of
people to whom our message could be sent in
Braille. Already The Christtan Record has by
far a larger circulation than any other inspira-
tional journal for the blind in our country, but
we are anxious to enlarge our work., We want
The Christian Record to be a household word
wherever there are blind people, and from our
knowledge of the sightless, we are convinced that
a special effort on the part of our churches and
the ministry will result in a marvelous harvest of
souls this coming summer. We pray for just
such an effort. )

Work for the blind is a wonderful work. It
is wonderful because the earnest cry of these
needy people grips- the soul. Two hundred thou-
sand in our own homeland shut up in earth’s
darkest night! They are longing for spiritual
sight. Our sympathy must go out to them. And
more, our hand must reach out to them in profiered
help. We must sympathize. We must help. We
are our brother’s keeper.

X X X
€ “SoMme people think they are defending the faith

when they are only ﬁghtmg in behalf of their own
opinions.’

Personality of New York City

By Loutse C. KLEUsER, Associate
Secretary of the Ministerial Association

THOUSANDS who have become more or less
acquainted with this great city have exclaimed,
“There is just one New York!” This conveys
that which lack of time and inadequacy of language
fail to express. It embraces the myth of New
York City’s exaggerated life pattern as it con-
tinues to impress the world with its fabulous
statistics.
Five illustrious boroughs comprise Greater New
York—a name often conveying more importance
than area. Its hundreds of square miles of ver-

-tically extruding real estate confirm an impression

of greatness. The New Yorker is constantly
forced to look upward through endless chasms
of steel and cement, and he must not be blamed
if his ideas are reflected in his skyscrapers. His
pattern for thought expression reaches for super-
latives of which his police force—“New York’s
finest”—is a fair example. Let us not charge this
attitude to a “cover up” for an inferiority com-
plex, for the New Yorker knows better.

Endless streams of tourists and fugitives from
smaller American towns continue to visit New
York and write home regarding its greatness.
Here is the vestibule of our Midwest, and the
escape door of Europe. One must keep in mind
that its Great White Way, with its exaggerated
drama, is but a small section of a great city; that
Fifth Avenue contributes more than merely wealth
and style; that Greenwich Village has produced
illustrious characters; that the tragedies of the
Bowery challenge welfare effort second to none;
and that the East Side may justly point out its
many leaders. So underneath the city’s froth
we discover refreshing currents of humanity, be-
cause life in such a city means a determination
either to compete or to get out of it. Although
a veritable human stream constantly filters through
the city, what remains becomes a part of its very
life.

The East Side and Harlem too often herd their
children in dingy cold-water flats, Some white-
collar workers have been lured to the tiny mid-
town apartments, for which they pay dearly.
Suburbanites shuttle back and forth to work
through great underground arteries through which
the famous subway system moves. Twice a day
immense migrations are carried back and forth
by means of the city’s .efficient fransportation sys-
tem—a mute testimony that New Yorkers are
willing to pay a tremendous price in expended
energy to find a little elbow room and fresh air
after working hours. The Grand Central com-
muter may have a home twenty-five miles outside

of New York. Much effort and energy are ex-

This article concludes the present series of city
analyses. We invite.our evangelistic workers to become
skilled in discovering the personahry types of various
cities. This will assure a more effective evangelistic
approach, with a larger harvest of souls.—EDITOR.
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Oewr gémcé Leadens Say:

“Some of the finest thoughts on reading 1
have ever seen. Should give a new zest for
literature and a vision of what good books
‘can do in character building and in turning
men to God.”—Merlin L. Neff, Book Editor,
Pacific Press Publishing Assn.

“It gripped my attention, held my interest,
and helped my thinking. Contains a chal-
lenging and helpful message to young and
old”"—G. W. Wells, Field Secretary of the
General Conference.

“This js not a mere book; it is inspiration
personified. Through the medium of the
printed page the author speaks straight to
the heart, stimulating one to more discrimi-
nating reading, to higher thinking, to more
purposeful living.”—Lora E. Clement, Editor,
Youth’s Instructor.

“I have read with interest and profit this
fine literary production. It will prove an
inspiration to many readers, inciting them to
broader study and research, and creating in
them a love of many books not previously
read. It should be found in the library of
every lover of good books.”——F. M. Wilcox,
Former Editor, Review and Herald.

“An amazing treasury of good things. I
will be reading it and rereading it, tasting it
here and here, and enjoying it right along.”
—H. M. S. Richards, Voice of Prophecy.

“Just a moment from a busy pastor’s life to
say how greatly I have enjoyed I Love Books.
This is truly a wonderful volume—a master-
picce which God has helped the author
write.—H. A. Vandeman, Minister.

I LOVE BOOKS

By John D. Snider

This book'is a treasure house of good reading for young
and old. A paragraph or two a day from its pages will stir
your thinking and give you new appreciations of literature
that will make all other books more alive and more in-
teresting. 576 pages, ONLY $2.50

“I wish all our youth might read it.”—
Alma E. McKibbin, Teacher and Author.

“I was greatly inspired as I read this book
—truly a masterpiece in its feld.”—]. E.
Weaver, Educational Department, General
Conference.

“Just finished reading this inspiring and
constructive book. As a result I am living
and thinking on a higher plane.”—4. E.
Hagen, Gospel Minister.

“I was more than delighted with this very
much worth-while book. It is bound to do a
lot of good for our young people.”—Freder-
ick Griggs, College of Medical Evangelists.

“I think it is one of the most interesting
and profitable books yet published in the his-
tory of the denomination. It is certainly well
written, and if anything in the world would
inspire our workers and members to do more
reading, this book will. One of the finest
contributions ever made to Seventh-day Ad-
ventist literature.”—Taylor G. Bunch, Presi-
dent, Michigan Conference.

“Wide in its scope, intensely interesting in
its style, elegant in language, inspiring in its
appeal, and challenging in its mission, this
captivating volume is a real gem in the field
of contemporary literature. It is so rich in
quotations from the great masterpieces in
literature, so filled with charm in its literary
style, and so wise in its counsel to the one
who would seek the best in reading—espe-
cially the young who are just starting to walk
this great highway of learning—that we
heartily commend it to all lovers of good lit-
erature.”—H. M. Blunden, Publishing De-
partment Secretary, General Conference.

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE
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pended traveling back and forth on trains, busses,
and ferryboats, reading the daily news and leading
journals meanwhile. In the language of his Con-
necticut Yankee cousin, “New VYorkers simply
cannot stay put!”

A five-cent fare covers the trip down the bay
to make certain that the Statue of Liberty’s torch
is still beaming or Ellis Island is still on the map.
Other holiday excursions take one up the beauti-
ful Hudson River, or to some near-by port on
the Atlantic seaboard. New York youth cover un-
believable mileage on their neighborhood skating
rinks. Babies are daily strolled in the parks by
fresh-air conscious mothers or hired nursemaids.
From the deck of the famous Fifth Avenue bus,
New Yorkers frequently survey the landscape of
their city or soak in a little extra sunshine. A
New Yorker will climb long flights of stairs lead-
ing to his apartment with the same zest the moun-
tain climber displays on yearly vacation.

New York finds expression of its ideas, aside
from its huge industries, through its publishing
business, Here again its artesian source of daily
journalism produces newspapers with record-
breaking circulations. Every type of idea or shade
of thought runs through the huge presses, The
heart of the nation’s publishing business is also the
spiritual home of the bookish. All this has in-
fluence on the conversation of the New Yorker
in office or shop. He is also conversant with Wall
Street, but a home for himself may be the least
of all his investments.

Observing schoolbound young New York on
the subway, one must conclude that the city is
educationally minded, for these young people are
weighted down with great stacks of books, Since
there is little storage space anywhere in this city,
these burdens are borne with a matter-of-fact at-
titude. New York’s fine night schools help to al-
leviate crime. Cooper Union Institute is a type of
its democratic system. Museums, art galleries, the
planetarium, and the zoo are periodically visited
as pleasurable educational excursions. Visits to
historic buildings and churches become a profitable
pastime, for even time must be made to pay divi-
dends.

New York’s cosmopolitan nature provides a
great variety in cuisine. Food-conscious, the city
has countless restaurants, cafeterias, and automats.
These are its life as well as its food centers,
since big business must often be transacted during
lunch hour.

New Yorkers are very friendly in their own
way. Without the ceremony of introduction Mrs.
Goldstein will begin to visit with her new neigh-
bor, Mrs. Malone, across the airshaft. After
that they may greet each other several times a
day, or whenever on occasion they simultaneously
open their opposite-facing windows. It is to the
credit of these cosmopolitans that two hundred
families or more often live together in one apart-
ment house in amicable relationship. Although
there is a certain amount of harmony, there is
also a New York mind-your-own-business psy-
chology when convenient.

The interest of the elite New Yorker in his
janitor is often observed. This officer of the

better-type apartment dwelling is called a “super-
intendent.” The madame is equally chummy with
her intelligent, neatly uniformed colored maid
who resides in Harlem. A common tradition as
well as a common tie have anchored these two
types of society to New York’s bedrock, and both
enjoy their city. Children of all races and national
backgrounds mingle together in school life, each
conscious that his particular group is making a
very definite contribution to the city’s development.
Fach boy has an equal chance to become the
mayor of his city. Its politics center in more than
the notorious Tammany Hall, for the city now
has bigger business in beautifying small neighbor-
hoods with much-needed parks.

Perhaps because of the truth of the statement
that “there is just one New York,” the Spirit of
prophecy calls our attention as Seventh-day Ad-
ventist workers to the fact that the work in New
York should become an object lesson to our city
work throughout the world. There is a great
work now to be done for all great cities. Recent
warfare has made their inhabitants conscious
of their impending destruction. Such cities re-
quire more than the ordinary type of worker;
they require men of great vision and understand-
ing, and most of all a heart filled with love for all
races and nations. Youthful planning must also be
associated with mature thinking. Only the most
self-sacrificing type should enter such a field of
labor, for the call is more than an adventure.

Well may we ask, “Who is sufficient for these
things?” God’s work is never embarrassed be-
cause workers are lacking ; He has them constantly
in training. A call to serve these cities is a chal-
lenge that must drive the worker to his knees;
there he may obtain light on the best methods

and the power to put them in practice.

LI -

CHRIST, NOT ATOM BOMB.—Speaking at
a Methodist Laymen’s Day service in Washing-
ton, D.C., recently, Civil Service Commissioner
Arthur S. Flemming expressed his belief that the
application of Christian principles is the only force
that can prevent war. Stating that the atomic
bomb is not the solution to prevention of war, and
criticizing the apathetic attitude of Christians,
Commissioner Flemming declared: “Lukewarm-
ness in applying the great principles of Christ in
the field of international relations leads to destruc-
tion. We cannot be lukewarm about sharing our
comparative abundance with other nations of the
world in order to prevent starvation.”

The commissioner added that the most effective
force for preventing war is the application of the
commandment that we love our neighbors as our-
selves. (Washington Post, Feb. 25, 1946.)

qCOR K

€ TuEre are but a few as yet who are aroused
sufficiently to understand how much their habits
of diet have to do with their health, their char-
acters, their usefulness in this world, and their
eternal destiny.—Testimonies, vol. 1, pp. 488, 48¢.
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YOU CANT HAVE FREEDOM!

« « . If a priesthood controls the State—
. « . if an authoritarian Church controls education—
. . . If ecclesiastical power controls the world—

YOU CANT HAVE PEACE!

. . . If a hierarchy constantly strives fo instigate War
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Valuable Current Excerpts
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UKRAINIAN CHURCH SEPARATES.—Since 1596
the Eastern Orthodox Ukrainian Church has been subject
to the Roman see while preserving its own formularies
and liturgy. The Ukraine was controlled by Poland
when the arrangement was made which gave rise to
this Uniat Church. Now the council of bishops of
the Uniat Church of the western Ukraine has renounced
its allegiance to Rome and has announced that it is
joining the Russian Orthodox Church. . . . The bishops
have discovered—somewhat belatedly, it seems—the true
character of what they call “proud, power—lovmo Rome,”
and they congratulate Stalin on his success in makmg
western Ukraine a part of the Soviet Union. This
political incorporation, as they see it, made possible
their “return to the bosom of the ancestral Holy Russian
Orthodox Church.” The event makes clear the en-
tanglement of ecclesiastical organizations with political
programs in Eastern Europe, and pomts to one reason,
aside from the aggrandizement of a ‘‘godless™ state, for
.the Pope’s anxious concern about Soviet domination in
that area. With the Russian Church out of the cata-
combs, enjoying legal status and lending itself to Stalin’s
uses, a new struggle between Eastern and Western
Catholicism may be in the making—Christian Century,
March z;.

POPE MOBILIZES CHURCH.—Newspaper reporters
were amazed at the militant speech of Pope Pius XII
to his new College of Cardinals last February zo. Her-
bert L. Matthews, of the New York Times, styled 1t the

“mobilization of world Catholicism,” and a call to “open
war.” He agreed with other correspondents in Rome

that at last the Roman Catholic Church has openly and
officially declared its aim for a world-wide political power.

Over and over again the Pope insisted upon the
recognition of the “supra-national” character of the
Roman Catholic Church, and made it plain, as the
conservative New York Herald-Tribune of February 23
put it editorially, “that it is the deliberate intention of
the Catholic Church to move more actively into mun-
dane affairs?” The Pope himself passionately declared,
“The church must reject, more emphatically than ever,
that false and narrow concept of her spirituality, which
would confine her blind and mute, in the retirement of
the sanctuary.”

How much politics and how little spirituality the Pope
desires may be seen from the fact that he mentioned the
word “church” no less that ffty-three times, and “Christ”
only three times.—Converted Catholic Magazine, April.

COPTIC CHURCH CRISIS.—A break between the
Coptic_churches of Egypt and Ethiopia is threatened as
a result of the Ethiopians’ insistence that their metro-
politan be an Ethiopian and not, as traditionally, an
Egyptian. The metropolitan is appomted by the Coptic
patriarch for life. A commission from the Ethiopian
church is now in Cairo to discuss the problem. The
Egyptian church has already made one major conces-
sion: for the first time, Ethiopians will be permitted
to take part in the election of the Coptic patriarch.
The Copts in Egypt have been a persecuted minority for
centuries, and they fear that any concession may lead
to a movement of church power away from Cairo to
Ethiopia. The Ethiopians are just as determined to
win their point, and intend to break away from the
Egyptian church if their demands are not met.—Chris-
tian Century, March 13.

-END OF TETHER.—H. G, Wells has been described
as “a prophet of almost uncanny accuracy about the
development of modern civilization.” His latest work
is little less than a revelation, rightly entitled Mind at

ARE ADVENTISTS MISTAKEN?

Compare this statement . .

“Meat is not essential for health or strength, else the Lord made a mistake when He provided food

for Adam and Eve before their fall.

AH the elements of nufrmon are contained in the frun‘s vege-

tables, and grains.”——Ellen G. White in “Review and Herald,” May 8, 1883,

. with this one

“It is a fallacy to think ‘that one cannot maintain weight, create energy, or enjoy fulf health on an

exclusive vegetarian diet.

The fact that over 3,000,000 vegetarians in the United States do so every

day is complete refutation of that fallacy, and, in addition, that one can point to the hundreds of mil-

‘generations on a strict vegetarian diet, is also sufficient proof to the contrary.

“Such expert specialists in the fields of biochemistry and health as Professors Sherman and frving
Fisher of Yale University, among others, have stated that man today can thrive best on a lacto-ovo-
vegetable diet, or milk, eggs, vegetab(es fruits and nuts.”—GCustavus A Almfelt, M.D.; A. M. Liebstein,

M.D.; et. al., in “Nutrition in Review,”

Nutrition, 1945

a report of the New York State Joint Legislative Committee on

The vegetarian diet is not only adequate, but should also be attractive, inviting, and conveniently

practical.
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Worthington Foods offer a variety of appetizing, nutritious, and convenient protein foods.

WORTHINGTON FOODS, Inc.

Worthington, Ohio

THE MINISTRY, JUNE,

1946 ) PAGE 42



BOOKS for EVERY MINISTER and BIBLE STUDENT
The Life and Times of Jesus

THE MESSIAH
by ALFRED EDERSHEIM, M.A., D.D,, Ph.D.

The new edition of this standard, thorough, and most competent LIFE
of CHRIST, interwoven with a history of the times in which He lived.
This set is the logical work for students of the Life of Christ, for it brings
out not only the facts, but all the background so necessary in the inter-
pretation of the facts. Over 1500 pages, complete references and index,
strong cloth binding.

“ALFRED EDERSHEIM (1825-1889)—A Hebrew Christian, for some
years pastor of the Free Church (Presbyterian) in Old Aberdeen, Scot-
land; later, 3 vicar in the Church of England; and for some years, Grinfield
fecturer on the Septuagint at Oxford University. Almost all of his writ-
ings continue to have real value for the Bible students, but especially
rich and stimulating is his widely-known
‘The Life and Times of Jesus, the Mes-
siah.’ ’—DR. WILBUR M. SMITH, of the
Moody Bible Institute Faculty.

Expositions of the Holy Scriptures

by ALEXANDER MACLAREN

The Set, -
17 eVoleumm $30 ; 00

You will enjoy the stimulus of this rich and conse-
crated personality. With other recent purchasers you will
say of this great set of books: “More than delighted!”
“A wonderful help!” “Rich gold mine of material!” ‘“Most
inspiring devetional reading!” “Highly pleased, and richly blessed by their use!”

“Maclaren’s Expositions are the monumental work of a great preacher and thinker. The pastor
who owns a set of these volumes will firid here a wealth of material to enrich his own mind and heart
in preparation for preaching; and the Sabbath school teacher who can consult them will be well equipped
as he faces his class. The set would be a valuable addition to the library of any church, Bible institute
or college.”—THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES.

Bound in blue buckram cloth, nearly 13,000 pages, subject and textual indexes, references. Large type.

WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO.
255 Jefferson Ave., SE. Grand Rapids 3, Mich.
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Provide Light
for Darkened Eyes

The Christian Record solicits the help of our
ministerial forces in its effort to reach all the
blind people in the United States who can read
embossed print. Here is a wide-open mission
field right at our doors.

THE CHRISTIAN RECORD BENEVOLENT
ASSOCIATION, INC.

3705 So. 48th St.

Lincoln 6, Nebraska

':“:Wm:::::‘::

the End of Its Tether. We quote a few sentences: “Our
universe is not merely bankrupt; there remains no
dividend at all; it has not simply liquidated; it is
going clean out of existence, leaving not a wrack be-
hind. The attempt to trace a pattern of any sort is
absolutely futile. The end of everything we call life is
close at hand and cannot be evaded. There is no way
out or round or through the impasse. It is the end.”
It is a vivid forecast of the coming pessimism :—*“men
fainting for fear, and for expectation of the things which
are coming on the world,” Luke 21:25.

As D. M. Panton says: “The only real optimists left
are the watchers who see the dawn in the midnight.
‘Men see not the bright light which is in the clouds’
(Job 37:21), but the watchful Christian does.—Prophecy
Monthly, April.

CATHOLICISM IN ARGENTINA.—A number of
ways in which the Roman Catholic heirarchy keeps its
control over political and other life in Argentina are
pointed out by Dr. George P. Howard, Methodist evan-
gelist and missionary to all South America.

There are innumerable images of the Virgin in all
parts of the country, Many of these have been given
rank as “generals” and put on the pay roll for monthly
salaries from the national treasury. This money helps
support the church.

Catholic doctrine is taught in the public schools—and
Colonel Peron, head of the military government, has
promised to continue this teaching. He has promised
also to oppose any law permitting divorce.

Under present Argentine law, no baby may be regis-
tered which does not have a name that appears in the
Roman Catholic calendar of saints. That bars Bruce,
Harold, Douglas, etc. As a result, some women go to
Uruguay to have their babies born, and so are free to
name them as they wish.—Zions Herald, March zo.

AMERICA AND MISSIONS.—Before the war Amer- .
ica supplied only five per cent of the [Catholic]
Church’s foreign missionaries. Europe has no priests
to send, and will not have them for some years to come.
But the war has opened undreamed-of opportunities in
the missions. The harvest is indeed ripe. The laborers?
The Church looks to America,—From the Jesuit Seminary
News, reprinted in Catholic Mind, April.

AMERICAN JUDAISM DECLINING.—It would be
enlightening to know just what Dr. Louis Finkelstein,
president of the Jewish Theological Seminary in Amer-
ica, had in mind when he told a hundred rabbis at a
conference in New York last week that American
Judaism is rapidly losing ground. According to news-
paper reports, Dr. Finkelstein warned that the stream
of conversmns to other “faiths -“has become a river,”
which is flowing with especial strength among Jew1sh
yvouth who have served in the armed forces. “Jews
are losing their Judalsm at such a rapid rate,” Dr.
Finkelstein said, “that in a generation or two the
American Iewmh community will have lost so much
that Judaism here will cease to have any significance.”—
The Christian Century, March 13.

PROTESTANT FILM COMMISSION.—A “Protes-
tant Film Commission” was organized last November
in Albany, New York, “to promde distribute, and exhibit
religious motion pictures,” and to represent Protestants
in Hollywood in order to encourage the production of
Protestant-slanted movies. It is seeking a million dol-
lars to finance its activities. The PFC is already sup-
ported by about forty Protestant organizations.—Con-
verted Catholic Magazine, April.

HUNGARY'S MINORITY SECTS.—Enactment of a
new religious law to strengthen the position of minority
sects was urved by a newly organized Free Church
Federation in a petition sent to the Hungarian Govern-
ment. The petition demanded abohnon of the practice
of classifying churches as “recognized,” and ‘‘acknowl-
edged,” and “tolerated.”

Groups sponsoring the petition were Seventh-day
Adventists, Baptists, Methodists, Old Catholics, Plym-
outh Brethren, and the Salvation Army. The sects have
been classed as “societies” instead of churches and
placed under supervision of the Ministry of the Interior
rather than the Ministry of Education.

Demands made by the minority sects include complete
separation of church and state, and abolition of state
subsidies for the Presbyterian, Lutheran, Old Catholic,
and other larger denominations.

It is estimated that the small sects, which are mostly
of American and British origin, represent a total mem-
bership of 200,000~The Churchman, March 15.

INDIA MISSIONS PLEDGE.—The first meeting
since 1939 of the ad interim committee of the Tnterna-
tional Missionary Council brought together [in Geneval
some 40 persons from 13 countries. It had before it
the appeal of the 126 missionary societies of the Foreign
Missions Conference of North America for abolition
of the now-famous pledge which binds non- British socie-
ties and missionaries to avoid political activity in India.
Discussions were private, but leaders explained that
the North American plea for abolition was discussed
and that the “sense of the meeting” favored modifica-
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Liberal discounts
given when purchas-
ing a complete set

Maroon cloth $12.50
Red keratol 17.50
Postpaid

N

The

Conflict of
the AGES
Series

Prophecy-

Fulfilled or Unfulfilled?
CAN WE KNOW?

The prophetic gift makes possible a
lighted pathway. "The Conflict of the
Bges Series” portrays the entire history
of the human family. :

YESTERDAY is revealed as the response
of history to the voice of prophecy.

TODAY is explained with meaning in the
light of present-day happenings.

TOMORROW is so outlirned that none
need go astray nor iail for lack of cour-
age and hope.

USE ... AND URGE THE USE OF .. .
THESE PROPHETIC BOOKS

Order From Your BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE

Pacific Press Publishing Association, Mountain View, California
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2000 Texts and Quotations
Single Frame
— AND —
1682 Texts, Doubie Fiame,
White Letters, Cut, Ready

for Mountung
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MAYSE STUDIO

3205 East Hawthorne Siree!
San Diego 2, Caliiornia
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Boker Book House

Catalogs free

Libraries
purchased

/ 1019 WEALTHY ST,5. 2.
GRAND RAPIDL ©, MICHIGAN

PEWS —PULPIT SETS

Manufacturers of Everything for the

Church and School
HUNTINGTON SEATING CO.,

Dept. M, 480 Lexington Avenue New York 17, N.Y.

Say you saw it in THE MINISTRY

AUTOMATIC plus lo%zgglseral Tax
DUPLICATORS . ..

Includes equipment such as 6 stencils, ink, brush,
stylus, correction fluid, etc.

DUPLICATOR SUPPLIES

STENCILS—Postpaid
NEW “B,” with cushion sheets, plain, quire ....... $1.79
Top-Printed 1.95
“BEST,” 'Flain, quire 2.50
“BEST,” Top-Printed, quire ... ooomme. 2.75
INK—Postpaid
BLACK ECHO, 2 1b., 50c¢; 1 Ibe oo $ .80
BLACK "BEST,” % Ib., T0c¢; 1 Th, . 1.20
Four COLORS, % Ib., 45c; 3% Ib. .70
FOLIO—Postpaid
Contains about 206 designs for churches ........... $1.25
Misgcellaneous designs for all purposes ... $1.00
PAPER :

‘We have a nice assortment of paper. Send for samples.

Varicolor Duplicator Co.

Dept. Min. Send for Catalog Ottumwa, Iowa

tion, not abolition. It was announced that officers were
asked to consult with the National Christian Council
of India for advice, The text of the resolution was not
released. Norman Goodall, London secretary of the
1.M.C., supported modification and Professor P. D. De-
vanadan of India favored abolition of a pledge which
has resulted in the expulsion of seven missionaries from
India and considerable wmisunderstanding.—Christian
Century, March 13.

CATHOLIC PERIODICALS.—According to the 1945
Catholic Press Directory, there are now 367 Roman
Catholic newspapers and periodicals published in the
United States, with a total circulation of 10,654,918.
The figures are the result of a survey made by the of-
ficial N.C.W.C. News Service. There are four Catholic
daily newspapers, two in Polish, one in Lithuanian, and
one in Czechoslovakian.—Converted Catholic Magazine,
April, :

SCRIPTURES IN JAPAN.—One million copies of
the New Testament will be printed in Japanese by the
American Bible Society as the result of a recent request
by Japan’s Christian leaders for religious literature. The
first 60,000 already are en route to Japan. It also is
planned to print 100,000 Testaments in English.—Reli-
gious Digest, March,

UNCHURCHED MASSES.—Dr. E. P. Alldredge, of
the Southern Convention, is reported to have said that
the unchurched masses of earth are increasing some
6,000,000 faster each year than the membership of all the
churches combined. That is to say, from 1890 to 1935,
the unchurched heathen population of the world made a
net gain of 270,000,000 over the gains of all the churches
combined, or an average annual gain of 6,000,000 for
this forty-five-year period.—Watchman-Examiner, Feb-
ruary 7.

CHURCH ATTENDANCE.—Many talk about the
“good old days” when everybody in America belonged
to and attended church. How fallacious this is may be
judged from the following figures:

Date U. S. Pop. Church Mem.

1800 5,308,438 350,000 6%
1840 17,060,453 1,627,520 - 10%
1870 — 33,558,371 9,640,372 25%
1920 . 105,710,620 43,523,934 42%
1940 - 131,669,275 64,501,594 49%
1945 135,268,853 72,492,669 54%

Church attendance, however, is not necessarily proof
of a Christian life, and there is a great mission work
still to be done before the U. S. as a whole is won to
Christ—Converted Catholic Magazine, February.

Catholies Capitalize Publicity
(Continued from. page 14)

social standing, but we do wish that some of this
publicity had been given to salvation through faith
in Jesus, and we are apprehensive that the total
effect of the consistory and its attendant pub-
licity will be to convince men that the thing that
matters is social advancement, and the power that
comes through it to influence national and world
affairs, rather than to lead them to life through
faith in Christ Jesus. In all this we have a demon-
stration of the failure of the popular church to do
the very work for which alone she exists. Instead
of seeking to lead men to follow the lowly Jesus
in all humility that they might be saved, she is
seeking the worldly advancement and power that
leads to despotism and destruction.
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The New Funeral Book for Changing Times

THE

g

FUNERAL MANUAL

By WILLIAM H. LEACH

PASTORS:—You owe it to yourself to send for this
latest handbook!

Dr. Leach, author of the former "Cokesbury Funeral
Manual,” presents a new, enlarged and generally
improved Minister's hamdbook for today. It contains
the latest methods, devices ond other helpful ideas
available for use at funeral services of all kinds, also
helps for visitation during the days of illness. Just
a hint of its value will be found in a list of its special
features:

NEW LITURGICAL AND LITERARY MATERIAL
SUGGESTIONS OF SERMON TEXTS
SERMON OUTLINES

Dr. Leach is . MOST USABLE PROSE
known io many pastors
s the editor of POETIC QUOTATIONS
“Church Management”, MATERIAL FOR CREMATION SERVICES
author of “The Cokes- SECTION ON MILITARY FUNERALS
bury Marriage Manual”,
etc.. etc. SECTION ON MEMORIAL SERVICES, efc., etc.

Dr. Leach’s new and "IMPROVED FUNERAL MANUAL" is complete in
itself and obviates the necessity for carrying any other book.

Substantially Bound $1.50

M10-45

Order from your Bookseller or
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 FIFTH AVE., NEW YCRK 10

Enclosed please find $ _. for which send me oo copies
THE IMPROVED FUNERAL MANUAL, Leach. -

Name

Date: Address




Wdﬁ PIPE-TONE
FOLDING ORGANS

. The LAST WORD in substan-
tial, convenient folding organs.
Marvelous volume, resonance, and
purity of tone. Tropically treated.
Famous over the world for 35 years.
Write for free catalog.

A. L. WHITE MFG. CO., 1902 W. Grand Ave., Chicago 22

STEREOPTICON SLIDES
on the Third Angel's Message
WHERE YOUR CREDIT IS GOOD

Not made by students. Write for terms to

ALBERT F. PRIEGER

+ 312 W. Louisiana Ave., Tampa, Florida, U.S.A.

WE URGE

our MINISTRY family to read carefully all
advertisements, to patronize our advertis-

ers, and to mention THE MINISTRY when
writing them concerning their advertise-

Evangelism Under Nazi Pressure
(Continued from page 6)

he began to talk about Seventh-day Adventists, and .

said in that connection that his listeners should
not be so opposed to us, because the seventh day
was indeed the Sabbath. Another time he said
that he wished he had such devoted workers as the
Adventist pastor. He also said that he wished to
attend my meetings, but he dared not because
he was afraid his church members would follow
his example.

Here in Sandefjord the Nazis tried to make

CLASSIFIED ADS

Advertisements appropriate to The Ministry, ap-
pearing under this heading, four cents a word for
each insertion, including initials and address. Mini-
mum charge, one dollar for each insertion. Cash
required with order. Addréss The Ministry, Takoma
Park, Washington 12, D.C.,, U.S.A.

CHALK TALK SUPPLIES

YOU CAN ENTERTAIN FOR ALL OCCASIONS WITH OUR
Chalk Talk Material. Send 10 cents for our Illustrated Catalog.
Balda Art Service, Dept. 88, Oshkosh,

SACRED DUET BOOK

SINGERS—NEW DUETS YOU’LL ALWAYS LOVE TO SING.

““‘Sacred Inspirational Duets.”” Not common jingles, but fun-
damental, joyously singable, easy, and of medium range. Twelve
numbers in 29-page book. Price, two books for $1 00. No
stamps. BRAUN MUSIC PUBLICATIONS 1505 N. 27th St.,
Milwaukee 8, Wisconsin.

trouble for me again and thought they would stop
my work. Many times the rumor was spread
throughout the town that I was arrested, or that I
would-be arrested. With this they thought they
would create confusion among my listeners. But
this method failed. Once I was called up to their
office and asked whether I had anything to do,
for they thought I was idle. When I told them
that I had three churches to look after, they
locked at one another and said that I could go.
Surely, God has been good. He has kept a watch
over me and given success in spite of sore dif-

ficulties.
OOM X

Maintaining a High Musical Standard
(Gontinued from page 15)

As T have thought these things through, I have
come to the conclusion that we do our work ir-
reparable harm when we pattern our music after
the methods of those who have received their ex-
perience amid the dust of the sawdust floor, the
confusion of group yells and cheers, and the blare
of brass bands. The third angel’s message is a
compelling message which calls for sober deci-
sions. The so-called “gospel music” of the present
day does not uphold the standards of spiritual and
religious insight. We must be cautious indeed
when we sit at the feet of those not of our faith
who would teach us so-called acceptable gospel
music.
endeavor to fit all that we do into the mold of the
advent movement. If we fail in this we have failed
the advent movement,

Some have accused the gospel song of being
cheap and tawdry. Much of this unfair criticism
has come because of the abuses of popular evange-
lism. A gospel song sung with consecrated sin-
cerity will impel the honest in heart to perceive
spiritual truth. Let gospel music be all that it can
be and ought to be, and the preaching of the mes-
sage will touch responsive hearts.

MM R

Leading Out in Husband’s Absence
(Continued from page 25)

on inspiration to put over a good talk. It takes
hours of effort and study and prayer to prepare
each talk. The Indexr to Mrs. White's writings
is a most valuable aid in finding correlated material
for the subject in hand. I prefer to carry through
a certain theme over a period of time, rather
than use a miscellaneous assortment of topics.

- T believe it makes for more constructive thinking

for all concerned. 1 have typed my outlines so
that should I ever want to use them again, I
will have a good basis for new talks.

What I have written here is not to be taken
as an ideal method, but as an attempt to find some-
thing to help our members when my husband
could not be with them on prayer meeting night.
For actual prayer meeting we usually spent ten
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Inspired
Counsels
for

Today’s Needs

Svangelisim

This new volume reveals
the Spirit of prophecy blue-
print for public and per-
sonal evangelism. Its
pages contain the full body
R of counsels on this most
| vital topic and set forth the
great fundamental prin-
ciples which have guided
our evangelism through
the years.

750 Pages—Price, $3.50

IN CANADA $4,25

ADD SALES TAX WHERE NECESSARY

" Order of Your BOOK & BIBLE HOUSE

[~

Flder Branson
s

April 14,
1 9 46

One of +the greatest
boons that has ever come
to our program for greater
evangelism is the new
Spirit of prophecy-vol-
ume, entitled "Evange-
lism." It is just off the
press and its messages come to us as
fresh and timely as if they were written
only yesterday.

In the future this volume will serve as
our great textbook on the need and meth-
ods of world evangelization.

Material has been gathered from former
publications, some now out of print, but
much has also been gleaned from the Ellen
G. White files of manuscripts never be-
fore published.

Having had something to do with its
compilation, we have some knowledge of
the intrinsic worth of this collection,
and feel sure that its early acquisition
will be considered a "must" with every
Seventh-day Adventist minister, Bible
instructor, and church elder. Its coun-
sels are soul-stirring,  vital, and
urgent. Evangelism is urged as God's
principal means of getting before the na-
tions of the earth the mighty message
of salvation clothed with the urgency of
the imminent return of our Lord.

We earnestly commend "Evangelism" to
all our denominational and church lead-

ers.
Mm

&

Published by Review and Herald Publishing Association, Takoma Park, Washington 12, D.C.



HALF-PRICE
OFFER

Life & Health

One year 87Y2 cents
—32 years $1.75 .

For Your Convenience

SEND ONE DOLLAR

AND RECEIVE THESE THREE—
v LIFE AND HEALTH for one year
and

% A book on vegetarian diet
{Better Meals for Less) and

% A book about Seventh-day Adventists
(After 100 Years)

These two 96-page, profusely illustraied
books tell how to plan and prepare vegetarian
meals, and what Seventh-day Adventists are
teaching and doing around the world.

This offer applies to new or renewal sub-
scriptions, and the books may be sent to a
separate address. If you are dlready a sub-
scriber to LIFE AND HEALTH, you may wish

“to have the books mailed to your address and
the subscription sent to some relative or friend.
If the books are to be sent to a separate ad-
dress, please give accurate mailing instructions
so there will be no confusion in caring for
your order.

THIS OFFER EXPIRES
JUNE 15, 1946

Nearly a quarter million families
are receiving LIFE AND HEALTH
each month, and recognize in our
pioneer health journal a very practi-
cal aid to hedlthful living that pays
big dividends in the happiness and
welfare of the entire family.

Order Now From

YOUR BOOK & BIBLE HOUSE
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or fifteen minutes in singing, as all are very fond
of singing. Then I called on someone to offer
prayer. The study followed, after which we gave
opportunity for special requests for prayer before
we had our season of prayer.

This method proved a blessing to us, and I
believe a similar idea could be followed by many
of our laymen with profit. Very few of us can
do anything with ease the first time we do it.
We learn by doing, and with the Lord’s help
much good can be accomplished.

X X
Wldemng the Vistas of Radio

(Continued from page 21)

Educational centers are going in for Frequency
Modulation stations of their own. The cost of
erection and operation is considerably less than
that of the standard stations. At strategic centers
we might well study the advisability of having our
own FM studios, where a metrapolitan area could
be reached with not only our own contribution of
public service in music, helpful programs on diet,
health, and better living, but with an evangelistic
voice of appeal heard day after day. May God
help us to utilize every agency in rebuilding the
hope of a broken world, and directing its thought
Godward, to include this powerful instrument of
radio that is 1o respector of persomns, boundarles,
or prejudices.

LI

Preparing for Public Prayer
(Continued from page 52)

quently the congregational prayer follows the sing-
ing of a hymn; and that is appropriate. But why
wait until all are seated again betore calling them
to prayer? Such a practice only makes for con-
fusion, delay, embarrassment, unnecessary move-
ment, and noise. It is far better to let the one who
is to lead -the prayer step forward in advance of
the other occupants of the rostrum, and at the con-
clusion of the hymn unhurriedly announce the
prayer, using some appropriate phrase such as,
“We shall worship God in prayer,” or “Let us
kneel before the Lord as we pray,” or “Let us lift
our hearts to God in prayer.” To give the call in
the form of a question seems out of place. “Shall
we pray?” is not nearly so emphatic as “We shall
bow in prayer.” A congregation expects to be led,
and will always respond to wise, sympathetic lead-
ership. Those who occupy the rostrum are the
leaders of worship. To be able to lead a congrega-
tion into the conscious presence of the Eternal, so
that upon leaving the church there is in the hearts
of all the realization that God has spoken, and they
have yielded to His claims—this is the highest of
all services possible to men. When the ranks of
the ministry are filled by men of God who draw
their messages from the Book of God, and whose
demeanor befits the house of God, then more and
more our congreganons will realize that the serv-
ice of worship is indeed the “gate of heaven.” r.a.A.
THE MINISTRY, JUNE,
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By LeRoy Edwin Froom

This book for the hour is the result of thirteen
years of intensive research by the author—securing, analyzing,
organizing, charting the materials, and lecturing thereon. Then
came the writing of this monumental work in four volumes. It
represents a General Conference investment of thousands of
dollars in priceless source documents secured throughout
Europe and America. The publishers have added other thou-
sands in exacting verification, checking, illustrating, indexing,
and producing a work of typographical art.

It has thirty-two full pages of composite facsimiles,
including reproductions of fascinating title pages, striking pas-
sages of text, and intimate portraits of prophetic spokesmen.
A series of six priceless charts multiplies its value and utility.
Scholarly in form and fully documented, it is nonetheless read-
able and attractive. It is at once a handbook of facts, a history
of vital developments, and a human interest portrayal of the
leading characters in the changing drama of prophetic exposi-
tion—all framed in a biographical setting. It will have a special
appeal for the trained mind.

Price. $4.50

ADD SALES TAX WHERE NECESSARY
PRICES HIGHER IN CANMABA

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE

Published by Review & Herald Publishing Assn. -
Takoma Park, Washington 12, D.C.




.Give Attention to Reading

N Milton’s “Lycidas” he says, “The hungry

" sheep look up, and are not fed.” Tragic, but
too often true. If the sheep are to be fed, the shep-
herd must do the feeding. And for that he must be
prepared and continually preparing.

Dr. Black, of Edinburgh, in his book The Mys-
tery of Preaching, remarks that “a minister is con-
tinually giving out each week, even if it be only in
‘penny packets’; and there must be some method
of filling the coffer. . . . The best preaching is al-
ways the natural overflow of a ripe mind and the
expression of a growing experience. A good ser-
mon is never worked up but worked out.” -

Preaching power is never the reward of indo-
lence or mental laziness. True it is that some may
have an ‘ease of expression, but mere fluency or
florid language is not power. A group of workers
were commenting on thoughts that seemed to flow
so freely as a certain visiting brother led them be-
side the still waters. “Why,” they said, “it’s no
effort for him to talk. He just opens his mouth
and out it flows like water.” Of course it flowed
like water, for behind that refreshing stream of
thought was a rich reservoir of knowledge.

Little did those men realize that for many years
that brother had read at least two books a week,
and often five. Hours before many of them were
astir he was reading, studying, saturating his mind.
And usually long after they were asleep he was at
it again, studying and meditating. Speaking ap-
peared easy because he had so much stored away,
but it was not obtained easily ; he had worked hard
and long for it. But when he stood up he was not
“sucking his sermons out of his thumb,” as one
man described the “infantile efforts” of .a certain
shepherd in a city pastorate. That such a worker
ever found himself in such a pulpit is wonder
enough, But a bigger wonder that he remained
there.

We surely have many long-suffering saints in
our congregations. For their sakes it is a blessed
thing that we have available an abundance of
Spirit-filled literature. But that must not be made
an excuse for mediocre preaching.

William Stidger, the well-known poet-preacher,
emphasized the imperativeness of reading by his
reply to a certain critic in 2 Midwestern town.
He had remarked that a preacher should read “a
book a day.” And now one of the group was chal-
lenging it. -

“Why !” said the critic, “that is impossible. The
average preacher out this way doesn’t read a book
a month.”

“Yes,” said Dr. Stidger, “and that is just why
he is an average preacher. That is exactly why
he would be an average doctor if he were a doctor,
or an average lawyer if he were a lawyer, or an

average parent!
preacher till the end of his.days if he is not read-
ing more than a book a month.”

And he will remain an average

How true! For books are the keys to the king-
doms of knowledge and power. Books push back
the horizons of our own thinking. Books help us
build ladders of light to the skies. Books build
men. And men build congregations.

As shepherds, we must “give attendance to read-
ing,” that we may “feed the flock of God,” and
have no hungry sheep in the fold. R. A. A.

Preparing for Public Prayer

NOTHING is more important in congregational
worship than the public prayer. Who leads,
how he leads, what he says—these are all vital, for
prayer is more than petition and supplication. It
should include praise and adoration. Lifting a con-
gregation into the presence of God is the most tax-
ing of all religious exercises, and it cannot be
accomplished by crude or hurried methods.

We are told that “prayer does not bring God
down to us,” instead it “bring us up to God.”
(Steps to Christ, p. 97.) How inappropriate then
for us to demand that our heavenly Father “come
down and meet us here.” According to His prom-
ise, the Lord Jesus is already present by His Spirit,
for He says, “Where two or three are gathered
together in My name, there am I in the midst.”
What the congregation needs is to be made aware
of His presence.

He who is to lead the congregational prayer
needs time for the preparation of his own heart
and mind, for he is to voice the deepest sentiments
of all present. “Ask any man who knows, and he
will tell you that he spends as much time in the
preparation of his prayer as in the preparation of
his sermon.” This statement by Dr. Robert Tay-
lor, one of America’s outstanding religious educa-
tors, is a challenge to us. Do we properly prepare
ourselves for this holy responsibility? Is our pub-
lic prayer the outburst of a heart which for hours
or perhaps days has been living in the spirit of
supplications and praise, or is it-the wandering ex-
temporizing of some ungifted brother who at the
last moment has been called on to perform this
most delicate exercise of the hour? We are not
pleading for written prayers any more than we are
for written sermons. But we do believe that a
prepared prayer, which begins first of all in a pre-
pared heart, is just as vital as a prepared sermon
if we would lead our congregations into the up-
lands of God’s grace.

And how do we announce the prayer? Fre-

-—Please turn to page 50
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